FBMC Bible Study
May 14, 2025

“Walking in the Grace of God”
The Book of Acts
Lesson 3: Acts 8: 1-25

Acts 8: 1-4 (ERV)	Saul agreed that the killing of Stephen was a good thing. Some godly men buried Stephen and cried loudly for him. On that day the Jews began to persecute the church in Jerusalem, making them suffer very much. Saul was also trying to destroy the group. He went into their houses, dragged out men and women, and put them in jail. All the believers left Jerusalem. Only the apostles stayed. The believers went to different places in Judea and Samaria. 4 They were scattered everywhere, and in every place they went, they told people the Good News.

· What was Saul’s mission in this text

· What did the believers do in the face of hardship, according to verse 4?		

· How can this motivate us to continue being faithful to Christ and our works for Him?


Acts 8: 5-14 (ERV)	Philip went to the city of Samaria and told people about the Messiah. 6 The people there heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he was doing. They all listened carefully to what he said. 7 Many of these people had evil spirits inside them, but Philip made the evil spirits leave them. The spirits made a lot of noise as they came out. There were also many weak and crippled people there. Philip made these people well too. 8 What a happy day this was for that city! (So there was great joy in that city. NLT)  9 Now there was a man named Simon who lived in that city. Before Philip came there, Simon had been doing magic and amazing all the people of Samaria. He bragged and called himself a great man. 10 All the people—the least important and the most important—believed what he said. They said, “This man has the power of God that is called ‘the Great Power.’” 11 Simon amazed the people with his magic for so long that the people became his followers. 12 But Philip told the people the Good News about God’s kingdom and the power of Jesus Christ. Men and women believed Philip and were baptized. 13 Simon himself also believed, and after he was baptized, he stayed close to Philip. When he saw the miraculous signs and powerful things Philip did, he was amazed.

· How would you describe Philip’s ministry in Samaria? 

· From the text, what do we learn about spirits, evil spirits?	How do you think Philip was able to make the evil spirits leave? 

· What shifted between the influence Simon had on the people and why did the people and Simon followed Philip? What does this show us?





Acts 8: 14-25 (NLT) 	When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had accepted God’s message, they sent Peter and John there. 15 As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the Holy Spirit. 16 The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given when the apostles laid their hands on people, he offered them money to buy this power. 19 “Let me have this power, too,” he exclaimed, “so that when I lay my hands on people, they will receive the Holy Spirit!”
20 But Peter replied, “May your money be destroyed with you for thinking God’s gift can be bought! 21 You can have no part in this, for your heart is not right with God. 22 Repent of your wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive your evil thoughts, 23 for I can see that you are full of bitter jealousy and are held captive by sin.” 24 “Pray to the Lord for me,” Simon exclaimed, “that these terrible things you’ve said won’t happen to me!” 25 After testifying and preaching the word of the Lord in Samaria, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem. And they stopped in many Samaritan villages along the way to preach the Good News.

· What did Peter and John notice about the believers in Samaria when they first arrived? 

· Why do you think it was important that the believers receive the Holy Spirit?

· What did Simon do that was wrong?	What did Peter accuse Simon of?

· Reflection:   Is there anything in your heart, your mind, your spirit that is not right in the sight of God, that you need to repent of? Now is the time to repent, change your heart, and ask God for His forgiveness. 
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