[image: image1]
[image: image13.jpg]First Baptist Missionary Church

April-June 2024

Deacon Bertie Blanding, Superintendent

Rev. George P. Windley, Jr., Pastor






[image: image2]
[image: image3.jpg]



“My brothers and sisters, God called you and chose you to be his. Do your best to live in a way that shows you really are God’s called and chosen people. If you do all this, you will never fall.”




2 Peter 1:10 (ERV) 
Over the next 13 weeks we will study from 1 and 2 Peter, as well as 1 John. Peter and John were both apostles of Jesus, and members of Jesus’ inner circle. Having spent much time at the feet of Jesus and hearing His teaching, both writers encourage their readers to remain faithful and devoted to God in the midst of the persecution and sufferings they were facing. During the time of their writing, many have gone and claimed to be teachers of God’s Word. Both Peter and John spoke against false teachers and exhorted their readers to be alert to false teachings as it was a strategy of the enemy to undermine the work of Christ and His Kingdom. 
In 1 Peter, Peter acknowledges the persecutions and the sufferings the believers endured for the gospels’ sake. Peter encouraged them to stay strong in the faith and to ‘be holy’. Peter stressed to his readers that they are a ‘chosen race’ and a ‘royal priesthood’, and that they must model their behavior so that unbelievers will know more of our God and give Him glory. Peter encouraged his audience to forsake temptations and lust of their flesh and instead, live obeying the Will of God. 

Peter backs his first letter with a second letter after hearing of the growing number of false teachers who were leading believers away from the truth. Peter encouraged the followers to stay with Jesus and to grow in their faith. Peter also encouraged the people to fight for God’s justice and seek to stay in His righteousness. 


John also wrote a letter to believers to urge them to stay away from false teachers. John wanted people to reflect their faith in Christ in their lifestyle. John’s purpose was to comfort others to walk in the confidence of knowing that they are saved through the love and sacrifice Jesus made for us in that while we were sinners, Jesus died on the cross. Now that we are saved, we are to show our love for God by loving our brothers and sister in Christ. John recognized that love comes from God, and he encouraged the believers to love one another. 
From our study together, let us solidify our relationship with God, living in confidence of our salvation in Him, stay focused on Him and not allowing any one or any distractions to hinder our growth. Let us grow more in love with God and love one another. We are God’s children, and we are to conform to the image of Jesus.  
“For So we know the love that God has for us, and we trust that love. God is love. Everyone who lives in love lives in God, and God lives in them.”

 

1 John 4:16 (ERV)
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Lesson 1
“A Call to Holy Living”

1 Peter 1: 1-25 (NLT)
This letter is from Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ. I am writing to God’s chosen people who are living as foreigners in the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. 
2 God the Father knew you and chose you long ago, and his Spirit has made you holy. As a result, you have obeyed him and have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ.

May God give you more and more grace and peace.

3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, 
4 and we have a priceless inheritance; an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 
5 And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see.
6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many trials for a little while. 
7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold, though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.
8 You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. 
9 The reward for trusting him will be the salvation of your souls.

10 This salvation was something even the prophets wanted to know more about when they prophesied about this gracious salvation prepared for you. 
11 They wondered what time or situation the Spirit of Christ within them was talking about when he told them in advance about Christ’s suffering and his great glory afterward.

12 They were told that their messages were not for themselves, but for you. And now this Good News has been announced to you by those who preached in the power of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. It is all so wonderful that even the angels are eagerly watching these things happen.

13 So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-control. Put all your hope in the gracious salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world. 
14 So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any better then. 
15 But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy. 
16 For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy.” 

17 And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites. He will judge or reward you according to what you do. So you must live in reverent fear of him during your time here as “temporary residents.” 
18 For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And it was not paid with mere gold or silver, which lose their value. 
19 It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. 
20 God chose him as your ransom long before the world began, but now in these last days he has been revealed for your sake.

21 Through Christ you have come to trust in God. And you have placed your faith and hope in God because he raised Christ from the dead and gave him great glory.

22 You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must show sincere love to each other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart. 

23 For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God. 
24 As the Scriptures say,

“People are like grass; their beauty is like a flower in the field. The grass withers and the flower fades.

25 But the word of the Lord remains forever.” And that word is the Good News that was preached to you.

Commentary:

The author of our lesson is Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples, one of Jesus’ inner disciples. At this time, Peter was identified as an apostle. An apostle is one commissioned and sent out by a community or church to preach the Gospel. Peter was one of the 12, chosen by Christ, to spread the Gospel message of salvation. However, Peter was not just an apostle, but viewed as a leader of the apostolic group. Peter was looked upon as the leader/pastor of the early church. Here, in his letter, he wrote to instruct and encourage the believers on how to live in a world in which they are viewed as strangers and aliens.
Peter, in the first two verses, reminds the people that they are God’s chosen people. They are special and may feel as strangers and foreigners in the areas they are living. This is because once they received Christ in their lives, they are different. This is true for us. When we get saved, we belong to God and the desire to do the sinful things we once did gradually flees from us as we grow closer and closer to God. Paul said that God chose us long ago and made us holy through the blood of Jesus. 

Verse three says that we have a new life through Jesus’ resurrection from the grave. With this new life, we have hope; live with great expectation. Therefore, we, as believers, can wait to receive an inheritance; a great blessing from God that will never tarnish, decay, or lose its beauty. Not only that, but verse five tells us that God is protecting us by His power until the day we receive our salvation at the last day.

With this knowledge, Peter encourages his readers, in verse seven, to rejoice even if we must endure trials and sufferings. These troubles test our faith to show the sincerity of our faith and the strength of our faith. When our faith is proven to be pure, the result will be praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ returns.
In verses 8-12, Peter expressed the favor, privilege, and blessing we have for we are experiencing something that the prophets of the Old Testament did not experience. The prophets were made known of the redemptive works of Jesus through revelation of God. Yet, the prophets knew that their prophetic words were not for themselves, but for us. They knew Christ would suffer and from His suffering would come His glory, but they did not know when this would take place or what the world would be like at that time. We, however, can share in His glory, in His salvation. We can enjoy a new life because of what Jesus went through on the cross. Peter said this is so wonderful that even the angels above are eagerly watching these things happen.
With this knowledge, Peter called the believers, and us, to action. Peter encouraged his audience to commit ourselves to holy living. He said there in verse 13 to prepare our minds for service and exercise self-control.  As children of God, we are to be obedient to God and not live the way we did before receiving Christ in our lives. As children of God, everything we do should be a representative of Him. We are called to be different and separate ourselves from the lifestyles of the world. We are to be holy as He is holy. 
Peter reminded his readers that our lives were bought with the blood of Jesus. Jesus gave of Himself so that we could have new life; a saved, redeemed life. We were chosen, selected, approved long before we arrived here to be God’s vessel on earth. With this new life, we are called to be different for Christ, be obedient to the Word and Will of the Father, and to love others as brothers and sisters of the faith. 

Questions:
1. How have your trials, your storms, strengthened your faith in Christ?

2. How can our hope in Jesus help us endure trials?

3. How will knowing we shall receive an inheritance in heaven affect our daily living?   Affect our attitudes when we face trials?

4. What does it mean to be holy?

5. Why is it important to know that Jesus gave His life, gave His blood, to pay the price of our salvation?
6. Is there something from your old way of life that tempts you to go backwards in your walk with Christ?  If so, what can you do in order to remain faithful and obedient to Christ?
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Daily Readings:

Monday, April 8, Ephesians 4:17-32
Tuesday, April 9, James 1: 12-18
Wednesday, April 10, James 1: 21-27
Thursday, April 11, Isaiah 60: 1-7
Friday, April 12, Isaiah 61: 1-9
Saturday, April 13, Reflections

Sunday, April 14, 1 Peter 2: 1-12

April 14, 2024





Lesson 2
“Our Identity in Christ”

1 Peter 2: 1-12 (NKJV)

1 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 

2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow [thereby, 

3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious,  
5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, “Behold, I lay in Zion, A chief cornerstone, elect, precious,
And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.”

7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient,

“The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,”
8 and “A stone of stumbling
And a rock of offense.” They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed.

9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 
12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.

Commentary:

At the end of chapter 1, Peter informed his readers that they are born again into a new life that is eternal. This is made possible through Jesus Christ and from the Word of God. And because of this, Peter instructed his readers to lay aside, get rid of, stop doing all sorts of evil acts. This includes deceit, envy, and unkind speech. Instead, we are to have a desire, a craving for the Word of God as God’s Word enables us to grow in our faith and experience the fullness of our salvation. Peter said that our desire for God’s Word should be as strong as a newborn baby craving milk from their mother. The more we taste the goodness of the Lord, the more unappealing other worldly options will become to us.
In verse 4, Peter urged his readers to come to Christ as He is the living stone. Peter used Old Testament references like Psalm 118:22 where it says, “The stone that the builders rejected became the cornerstone”, Peter called Jesus the ‘living stone.” Jesus Himself, in the Gospels, said that He would be rejected by His own people.  However, though rejected, Jesus was chosen by the Father to accomplish God’s Will in redeeming His creation. Like Jesus, we are also living stones, used to build the spiritual house of God. Furthermore, we, as believers, are to serve as holy priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices unto the Lord. We are both the temple and the priests who serve in it.
In verse 9, Peter said that as believers, we are a chosen generation. We are a separate group from the rest of the world. Like the Israelites of the Old Testament, we are God’s chosen people through the spiritual rebirth into God’s holy family made possible through Jesus Christ. Peter said that believers are a royal priesthood. As priests, we can come before the Father, into His presence, without fear. As priests, we are to intercede on behalf of others and plead before God for the sinful acts of humans. As priests, we have the responsibility of bringing others to the Lord. This priesthood, Peter said, is considered “royal” for we have been adopted into God’s family, brothers and sisters of Jesus Himself, the ‘King of Kings.’ Peter said that we are a Holy nation and God’s own special people. 
Peter reminded his readers in verses 11 and 12 that they/we are sojourners, pilgrims, temporary residents of this world. We are living in a place that is not our true home. We are here, temporarily, for a specific task, our purpose from God, to do His Will. We are here, temporarily, awaiting on Christ to either call us back home or for His glorious return. Since we are pilgrims, we are to abstain and keep away from worldly lusts and desires. We are God’s representatives on this earth. Therefore, we are to conduct ourselves in a way that is honorable amongst unbelievers so that they will know of our God and give Him glory and honor that is due to His name. 
Questions: 
1. Read verse 2.   How would you rate your commitment to read and study God’s Word?       If it is not as high as it should, what are some ‘challenges’ that is keeping you from growing from God’s Word?

2. What does it mean for Jesus to be the cornerstone of your life? 
As the cornerstone, how does Jesus shape and define your life?

3. How could Jesus, the cornerstone, cause someone to stumble?

4. How do the phrases, “chosen”, “royal priesthood”, “holy”, and “special” confirm your value and self-worth in God’s eyes? … in your own eyes?

5. Why is it important that we conduct ourselves in a Godly manner, especially around unbelievers?
Daily Readings:

Monday, April 15, Psalm 34: 11-16
Tuesday, April 16, Romans 12: 1-8
Wednesday, April 17, Romans 12: 9-21
Thursday, April 18, 1 Peter 2: 13-25
Friday, April 19, 1 Peter 3: 1-7
Saturday, April 20, Reflections

Sunday, April 21, 1 Peter 3: 8-22
April 21, 2024





Lesson 3

“Suffering for Jesus”
1 Peter 3: 8-22 (ERV) 

8 So all of you should live together in peace. Try to understand each other. Love each other like brothers and sisters. Be kind and humble. 
9 Don’t do wrong to anyone to pay them back for doing wrong to you. Or don’t insult anyone to pay them back for insulting you. But ask God to bless them. Do this because you yourselves were chosen to receive a blessing. 
10 The Scriptures say, “If you want to enjoy true life and have only good days, then avoid saying anything hurtful, and never let a lie come out of your mouth.

11 Stop doing what is wrong, and do good. Look for peace and do all you can to help people live peacefully.

12 The Lord watches over those who do what is right, and he listens to their prayers.
But he is against those who do evil.”
13 If you are always trying to do good, no one can really harm you. 
14 But you may suffer for doing right. If that happens, you have God’s blessing. “Don’t be afraid of the people who make you suffer; don’t be worried.” 
15 But keep the Lord Christ holy in your hearts. Always be ready to answer everyone who asks you to explain about the hope you have. 
16 But answer them in a gentle way with respect. Keep your conscience clear. Then people will see the good way you live as followers of Christ, and those who say bad things about you will be ashamed of what they said.
17 It is better to suffer for doing good than for doing wrong. Yes, it is better if that is what God wants.
18 Christ himself suffered when he died for you, and with that one death he paid for your sins. He was not guilty,
but he died for people who are guilty. He did this to bring all of you to God. In his physical form he was killed, but he was made alive by the Spirit. 

19 And by the Spirit he went and preached to the spirits in prison. 
20 Those were the spirits who refused to obey God long ago in the time of Noah. God was waiting patiently for people while Noah was building the big boat. And only a few, eight in all, were saved in the boat through the floodwater. 
21 And that water is like baptism, which now saves you. Baptism is not the washing of dirt from the body. It is asking God for a clean conscience. It saves you because Jesus Christ was raised from death. 
22 Now he has gone into heaven. He is at God’s right side and rules over angels, authorities, and powers.
Commentary:

Peter begins this lesson by encouraging his readers to live in unison with each other while living here in this world. In verse eight, Peter lists five (5) things believers should do to promote unity. First, Peter said that we should live together in peace; be of the same mind. Second, believers should have compassion, sympathize and try to understand each other. We are to share in others’ needs and respond to their feelings. Third, we are to love each other as brothers and sisters. Fourth, believers are to be kind and tenderhearted. And fifth, believers are to have a humble attitude. 
After describing how believers should act towards each other, Peter, in verse 9, shares how believers should act towards those in the world. He starts by saying that we should not repay evil for evil. We are to bless those who insults us. We are to ask God to bless the ones who insults us for we ourselves are the recipients of God’s blessings. Peter followed this by drawing from Psalm 34:12-16 to remind his readers that if we want to enjoy life and have good days, we are to keep saying anything hurtful and speaking untruths. We are to do what is good and help people live peacefully. Peter reminded us that the Lord watches over those who do what is right and listens to their prayers but is against those who do evil.
Peter then shifts the lesson and encourages the readers that if we do what is right, no one can really harm us. This is encouraging for according to Peter, just because we are doing what is right, doesn’t exempt us from sufferings. Verse 14 says that we may suffer for doing right as Jesus Himself suffered even though He did no wrong. Should we suffer for doing good, take heart knowing that God is with us. 
Questions:
1. List the characteristics believers should have according to verse 8.
2. When is it most difficult for you to show love and kindness to others?

3. What are some things you can do to promote peace and love within the body of Christ?

4. Read verse 16. How will people who say bad things about us, be put to shame?
5. How can we use Jesus’ example of suffering for doing good, to encourage us to stay faithful and committed despite what others may say and/or do to us?

Daily Readings:

Monday, April 22, Luke 21: 29-36
Tuesday, April 23, 2 Corinthians 12: 1-10
Wednesday, April 24, James 1: 1-8
Thursday, April 25, James 5: 1-11
Friday, April 26, James 5: 12-20
Saturday, April 27, Reflections

Sunday, April 28, 1 Peter 4: 1-19

April 28, 2024





Lesson 4
“Living for Jesus”

1 Peter 4: 1-19 (ERV)
1 Christ suffered while he was in his body. So you should strengthen yourselves with the same kind of thinking Christ had. The one who accepts suffering in this life has clearly decided to stop sinning. 
2 Strengthen yourselves so that you will live your lives here on earth doing what God wants, not the evil things that people want to do. 
3 In the past you wasted too much time doing what those who don’t know God like to do. You were living immoral lives, doing the evil things you wanted to do. You were always getting drunk, having wild drinking parties, and doing shameful things in your worship of idols.

4 Now those “friends” think it is strange that you no longer join them in all the wild and wasteful things they do. And so they say bad things about you. 
5 But they will have to face God to explain what they have done. He is the one who will soon judge everyone; those who are still living and those who have died. 
6 Some were told the Good News before they died. They were criticized by others in their life here on earth. But it was God’s plan that they hear the Good News so that they could have a new life through the Spirit. 

7 The time is near when all things will end. So keep your minds clear, and control yourselves. This will help you in your prayers. 
8 Most important of all, love each other deeply, because love makes you willing to forgive many sins. 
9 Open your homes to each other and share your food without complaining. 
10 God has shown you his grace in many different ways. So be good servants and use whatever gift he has given you in a way that will best serve each other. 
11 If your gift is speaking, your words should be like words from God. If your gift is serving, you should serve with the strength that God gives. Then it is God who will be praised in everything through Jesus Christ. Power and glory belong to him forever and ever. Amen.

12 My friends, don’t be surprised at the painful things that you are now suffering, which are testing your faith. Don’t think that something strange is happening to you. 
13 But you should be happy that you are sharing in Christ’s sufferings. You will be happy and full of joy when Christ shows his glory. 
14 When people say bad things to you because you follow Christ, consider it a blessing. When that happens, it shows that God’s Spirit, the Spirit of glory, is with you. 
15 You may suffer, but don’t let it be because you murder, steal, make trouble, or try to control other people’s lives. 
16 But if you suffer because you are a “Christ-follower,” don’t be ashamed. You should praise God for that name. 
17 It is time for judging to begin. That judging will begin with God’s family. If it begins with us, then what will happen to those who don’t accept the Good News of God?

18 “If it is hard for even a good person to be saved, what will happen to the one who is against God and full of sin?”

19 So if God wants you to suffer, you should trust your lives to him. He is the one who made you, and you can trust him. So continue to do good.

Commentary:
Peter opens our lesson today with Jesus serving as our example of one who suffered for doing good. As Jesus suffered for us, we must prepare ourselves to suffer for doing the will of the Father. With this mindset of being obedient to God and faithful to our calling, our hearts and minds will no longer have a desire to keep sinning but on doing what God desires from us. Peter stated in verse 3 that in our past lives, we spent too much time doing the things pleasing to our flesh, doing sinful, evil things against God’s will. However, in our present state, some people may consider us strange, may be surprised that we no longer desire to do what we used to do. Some may even say bad things to us for the transformation we encountered. Yet our lives can serve as a testimony of what God’s amazing grace; His salvation can do for others so that they too can hear the Good News and experience new life with Jesus as well.
In verse 7, Peter, along with many other New Testament writers, reminded his readers that the time is near when Christ shall return. This should cause believers to be watchful and careful of the things we do. Peter said we are to keep our minds clear and control ourselves. With this mindset, our relationship with God is stronger as we become more disciplined in our prayer life as our minds become more focused on Jesus. But having our minds clear, focused more on Jesus, and controlling ourselves from sinful behavior, our relationship with people grows as well. We are better able to love others, forgive easier, show genuine hospitality to others, and share our God-given gifts with others. God’s love will shine through us and others will see God at work in us and He will receive the glory.
Peter concludes our lesson with a reminder that as a follower of Jesus, we should not be surprised if we experience suffering because of our faith. When we experience suffering for simply doing what is right, for our belief in Jesus, instead of being shocked, upset, depressed, Peter tells us to rejoice. Peter says we should be happy because we are sharing in the sufferings of Jesus. In verse 14, Peter says that when people say bad things to us because we are followers of Jesus, consider it a blessing as this shows that God’s Spirit, the Spirit of God, is with us. We should not be guilty and suffer for doing wrong but suffer for our righteousness in Christ as this brings glory and praise to His name. 
Questions: 
1. Describe how your life was before Christ and how it is now with Christ. What was different in you?     How did people treat you before and after?

2. How does knowing that life is short, the end time is near, affect the way you live?   Do you try to make the most of life for yourself, your family, on God, on others, etc.? Explain.

3. Read verse 8 from different translations.  What are the results of loving others?
4. What is/are your spiritual gift(s)?   How are you using them so that God is glorified? 

5. How can we share in Christ’s sufferings?

6. What kind of suffering does God wants us to avoid and what kind of suffering does He desires us to welcome?
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Daily Readings:
Monday, April 29, 1 Timothy 3: 1-7
Tuesday, April 30, 1 Timothy 3: 8-16
Wednesday, May 1, Titus 1: 5-9
Thursday, May 2, Ephesians 4: 25-32
Friday, May 3, Ephesians 6: 10-18
Saturday, May 4, Reflections

Sunday, May 5, 1 Peter 5: 1-11

May 5, 2024





Lesson 5
“A Message to the Church”

1 Peter 5: 1-11 (ERV)
1 Now I have something to say to the elders in your group. I am also an elder. I myself have seen Christ’s sufferings. And I will share in the glory that will be shown to us. I beg you to 
2 take care of the group of people you are responsible for. They are God’s flock.
Watch over that flock because you want to, not because you are forced to do it. That is how God wants it. Do it because you are happy to serve, not because you want money. 
3 Don’t be like a ruler over those you are responsible for. But be good examples to them. 
4 Then when Christ the Ruling Shepherd comes, you will get a crown; one that will be glorious and never lose its beauty.

5 Young people, I have something to say to you too. You should accept the authority of the elders. You should all have a humble attitude in dealing with each other. “God is against the proud, but he is kind to the humble.”

6 So be humble under God’s powerful hand. Then he will lift you up when the right time comes. 
7 Give all your worries to him, because he cares for you.

8 Control yourselves and be careful! The devil is your enemy, and he goes around like a roaring lion looking for someone to attack and eat. 
9 Refuse to follow the devil. Stand strong in your faith. You know that your brothers and sisters all over the world are having the same sufferings that you have.

10 Yes, you will suffer for a short time. But after that, God will make everything right. He will make you strong. He will support you and keep you from falling. He is the God who gives all grace. He chose you to share in his glory in Christ. That glory will continue forever. 
11 All power is his forever. Amen.

Commentary:
In chapter 4:17, Peter said that it is time for God’s judgement to begin and it will begin in the household of the Lord. Here in chapter 5, Peter addresses the church and how believers are to act towards each other and how to handle sufferings in a pagan culture. Peter begins with the elders. The term “elder” came from Jewish culture to speak of the wisdom an older person should have, qualifying them for a leadership role within the community. Peter, being an elder himself, implores for the elders to take care of the people they are responsible for. Elders are to care for and watch over the flock with love, as they are God’s sheep. Elders are to serve with joy and happiness and not serve as if they are forced to the role. Peter warned the elders not to serve because they want money or to serve as a ruler over the people. Elders are to be good, Christ-like examples to the people. And if they do, they will receive a crown when Jesus returns. 

Addressing the entire flock beginning in verse 5, Peter said that members should accept the authority of the elders and everyone should be humble as they relate to each other. Using a proverb to state his case (Proverb 3), Peter stresses the importance of being humble stating that God is against those who are proud, but offers grace to those who are humble. 

Peter urged his readers to watch out, control themselves, be careful and stay alert for the enemy; Satan. All the sufferings and persecution believers face come from one source, Satan. Satan is the source of all evil and is the opposite of God and His goodness. Satan will attempt all he can to harm God’s people. For this, Peter described him as an enemy and a roaring lion who seek someone to attack and devour. Typically, lions go after small, young, weak and ill animals. They choose victims who are alone and not paying attention. Their roar, cause fear which drives their prey in danger. In the spiritual sense, Peter warned his readers to be alert for Satan is on high alert against believers particular in times of trouble. When believers feel alone, stressful, helpless and isolate themselves from the church, they are vulnerable to Satan’s attacks. Peter said we are to refuse to follow the devil and remain strong in our faith.

Peter encouraged his readers that though we may suffer for a while, God, our Father, will make everything alright. With God on our side, He will restore us, support us, strengthen us, and keep us from falling in the midst of the suffering.                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Questions:
1. Who are considered the elders in our church and how are elders to lead according to Peter?
2. How does humility among believers benefit the church?

3. How does God reward the humble?

4. Why do you think Peter described Satan to a roaring lion?

5. What are some ways we can avoid being devoured by Satan?
6. What awaits us if we remain faithful to God?
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Daily Reading:
Monday, May 6, Psalm 84: 1-12
Tuesday, May 7, Galatians 5: 16-26
Wednesday, May 8, Psalm 62: 1-12
Thursday, May 9, Proverbs 2: 1-10
Friday, May 10, Proverbs 8: 1-17
Saturday, May 11, Reflection
Sunday, May 12, 2 Peter 1: 1-21

May 12, 2024





Lesson 6
“Grow in the Knowledge of God”

2 Peter 1: 1-21 (NKJV)
1 Greetings from Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ. To all of you who share in the same valuable faith that we have. This faith was given to us because our God and Savior Jesus Christ always does what is good and right.

2 Grace and peace be given to you more and more, because now you know God and Jesus our Lord.

3 Jesus has the power of God. And his power has given us everything we need to live a life devoted to God. We have these things because we know him. Jesus chose us by his glory and goodness, 
4 through which he also gave us the very great and rich gifts that he promised us. With these gifts you can share in being like God. And so, you will escape the ruin that comes to people in the world because of the evil things they want.

5 Because you have these blessings, do all you can to add to your life these things: to your faith add goodness; to your goodness add knowledge; 
6 to your knowledge add self-control; to your self-control add patience; to your patience add devotion to God; 
7 to your devotion add kindness toward your brothers and sisters in Christ, and to this kindness add love. 
8 If all these things are in you and growing, you will never fail to be useful to God. You will produce the kind of fruit that should come from your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But those who don’t grow in these blessings are blind. They cannot see clearly what they have. They have forgotten that they were cleansed from their past sins.

10 My brothers and sisters, God called you and chose you to be his. Do your best to live in a way that shows you really are God’s called and chosen people. If you do all this, you will never fall. 
11 And you will be given a very great welcome into the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, a kingdom that never ends.

12 You already know these things. You are very strong in the truth you have. But I am always going to help you remember them. 
13 While I am still living here on earth, I think it is right for me to remind you of them. 
14 I know that I must soon leave this body. Our Lord Jesus Christ has shown me that. 
15 I will try my best to make sure you remember these things even after I am gone.

16 We told you about the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. We told you about his coming. The things we told you were not just clever stories that people invented. No, we saw the greatness of Jesus with our own eyes. 
17 Jesus heard the voice of the great and glorious God. That was when he received honor and glory from God the Father. The voice said, “This is my Son, the one I love. I am very pleased with him.” 
18 And we heard that voice. It came from heaven while we were with Jesus on the holy mountain. 
19 This makes us more sure about what the prophets said. And it is good for you to follow closely what they said, which is like a light shining in a dark place. You have that light until the day begins and the morning star brings new light to your minds. 
20 Most important of all, you must understand this: No prophecy in the Scriptures comes from the prophet’s own understanding. 
21 No prophecy ever came from what some person wanted to say. But people were led by the Holy Spirit and spoke words from God.

Commentary:
Peter opens this letter by saying that all true believers, have everything we need to live a godly life devoted to God. This is possible because of our understanding of Him and because of His wonderous glory, we received great gifts from Him. To have true success in this life, we must depend on the power of God and the Word of God. With this knowledge and understanding of God, along with the gifts He has given to us, we are to make every effort to add Christlike qualities along with our faith in Him. With our faith, we are to add goodness, knowledge, self-control, patience, devotion, kindness and love. Peter said that if these things are in us, we will forever be useful to God. A person who is growing in these Christian qualities; Christian virtues, are considered fruitful believers. They are constantly growing forward and upward. However, those who are not growing in these areas: (faith, goodness, knowledge, self-control, patience, devotion, kindness and love), are blind to the truth of God and have forgotten that they have been saved from their sins. Peter said, in verses 10 and 11, that if we continue living in the way that is pleasing to our God, we shall never fall away and will receive a great welcome into God’s Holy Kingdom.
Peter ends this chapter by reminding his readers of the reason for his writing. He told them in verse 12 that his purpose for the letter is to remind the believers of the things they were already taught so that after his death, they would continue growing in their walk with God and being true representatives of the Lord here on earth. Peter told them that all they ever heard about God and Christ came from either revelation for God Himself or from eyewitnesses such as Peter. No one, including the prophets came from their own understanding or interpretation. What has been written and said came from the voice of God and led by the Spirit of God. And with His divine Word coming from God Himself, we are to be obedient to doing all the God commanded us to do.
Questions:
1. According to verse 3 and 4, what thing(s) do we need to live a life devoted to God?

2. Look at verses 5-7.  Which virtue(s) have you grown the most in?
Which virtue(s) are you still weak in, if any?

3. What, according to Peter, is a ‘fruitful Christian’?

4. How can we use verses 9-11 to reach an unbeliever?

5. What are some practical steps you can take to become a more useful and productive Christian?
6. How do we know we can trust what is recorded in the Scriptures?
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Daily Readings:
Monday, May 13, Matthew 7: 13-23
Tuesday, May 14, Genesis 19: 1-29
Wednesday, May 15, Jude 1: 3-16
Thursday, May 16, Colossians 3: 1-17
Friday, May 17, Hebrews 10: 24-31
Saturday, May 18, Reflections

Sunday, May 19, 2 Peter 2: 1-22
May 19, 2024





Lesson 7
“Beware of False Teachers”
2 Peter 2: 1-22 (ERV)                          
1 In the past there were false prophets among God’s people. It is the same now. You will have some false teachers in your group. They will teach things that are wrong—ideas that will cause people to be lost. And they will teach in a way that will be hard for you to see that they are wrong. They will even refuse to follow the Master who bought their freedom. And so they will quickly destroy themselves. 
2 Many people will follow them in the morally wrong things they do. And because of them, others will say bad things about the way of truth we follow. 
3 These false teachers only want your money. So they will use you by telling you things that are not true. But the judgment against these false teachers has been ready for a long time. And they will not escape God who will destroy them.

4 When angels sinned, God did not let them go free without punishment. He sent them to hell. He put those angels in caves of darkness, where they are being held until the time when God will judge them.

5 And God punished the evil people who lived long ago. He brought a flood to the world that was full of people who were against God. But he saved Noah and seven other people with him. Noah was a man who told people about living right.

6 God also punished the evil cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. He burned them until there was nothing left but ashes. He used those cities as an example of what will happen to people who are against God. 
7 But he saved Lot, a good man who lived there. Lot was greatly troubled by the morally bad lives of those evil people. 
8 This good man lived with those evil people every day, and his good heart was hurt by the evil things he saw and heard.

9 So you see that the Lord God knows how to save those who are devoted to him. He will save them when troubles come. And the Lord will hold evil people to punish them on the day of judgment. 
10 That punishment is for those who are always doing the evil that their sinful selves want to do. It is for those who hate the Lord’s authority. These false teachers do whatever they want, and they are so proud of themselves. They are not afraid even to say bad things against the glorious ones. 
11 The angels are much stronger and more powerful than these beings. But even the angels don’t accuse them and say bad things about them to the Lord.

12 But these false teachers speak evil against what they don’t understand. They are like animals that do things without really thinking; like wild animals that are born to be caught and killed. And, like wild animals, they will be destroyed. 
13 They have made many people suffer. So they themselves will suffer. That is their pay for what they have done.

They think it is fun to do evil where everyone can see them. They enjoy the evil things that please them. So they are like dirty spots and stains among you, they bring shame to you in the meals you eat together. 
14 Every time they look at a woman, they want her. They are always sinning this way. And they lead weaker people into the trap of sin. They have taught themselves well to be greedy. They are under a curse. 

15 These false teachers left the right way and went the wrong way. They followed the same way that the prophet Balaam went. He was the son of Beor, who loved being paid for doing wrong. 
16 But a donkey told him that he was doing wrong. A donkey cannot talk, of course, but that donkey spoke with a man’s voice and stopped the prophet from acting so crazy.

17 These false teachers are like springs that have no water. They are like clouds that are blown by a storm. A place in the deepest darkness has been kept for them. 
18 They boast with words that mean nothing. They lead people into the trap of sin. They find people who have just escaped from a wrong way of life and lead them back into sin. They do this by using the evil things people want to do in their human weakness. 
19 These false teachers promise those people freedom, but they themselves are not free. They are slaves to a mind that has been ruined by sin. Yes, people are slaves to anything that controls them.

20 People can be made free from the evil in the world. They can be made free by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. But if they go back into those evil things and are controlled by them, then it is worse for them than it was before. 
21 Yes, it would be better for them to have never known the right way. That would be better than to know the right way and then to turn away from the holy teaching that was given to them. 
22 What they did is like these true sayings: “A dog vomits and goes back to what it threw up.” And, “After a pig is washed, it goes back and rolls in the mud again.”

Commentary: 
At the end of chapter 1, Peter said, “No prophecy in the Scriptures comes from the prophet’s own understanding. No prophecy ever came from what some person wanted to say. But people were led by the Holy Spirit and spoke words from God (1:20-21). However, in the Old Testament era, there were false prophets who did not speak God’s words but brought words that made the people and leaders feel good. Here in 2 Peter 1:1, Peter said in the past, there were false prophets among God’s people and there are some among us now. Peter said that they have a clever way of teaching; teaching in a way that sounds good and informative. Yet, their teaching will cause people to be lost.  Their teaching will draw people to follow them and persuade them to do immoral things. These false teachers will convince people to say slanderous things about the way we follow Christ and encourage shameful living. Verse 3 says that these teachers will find ways to get our money as greed is their primary motivation. 
Starting with verse 4, Peter gave examples of how God judged evil, sinful behavior in the past to inform his readers that God indeed punish and judge those who are against Him. God punished the angels who sinned by throwing them in hell, He punished the people in Noah’s day by sending the flood, and punished the evil citied of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to the ground. However, in punishing those who sinned, God also showed salvation to those who remained faithful to Him. In the flooding story, God saved Noah and his family from drowning in the flood.  Lot and his family were able to escape from the wrath of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. This shows that the punishment is for those who are always doing evil and are working against the Will of God. 
Peter warned his readers of the punishment that awaits false teachers. From their ‘teaching’, they have turned people away from God, caused people to go the wrong way, and led people to sin. Not only do they sin themselves and have their eyes and hearts filled with greed, they lure people into sinful lifestyle. People can be set free from sin through Jesus Christ, yet, in following false teachers, live a life controlled by sin. Peter said that it would be better for them to have never known the right way instead of turning away from the right teaching that was given to them.

 
[image: image8.jpg]



Questions:
1. What are some signs, according to Peter, to identify false teachers?
2. Why do people follow false teachers?

3. What are some strategies, approaches, false teachers use to gain popularity?

4. What were some examples from our lesson, that showed God’s judgment?

5.  Why would it be worse for those who know the right way but decided to go back to evil things and allow them to control them?
Daily Readings:

Monday, May 20, 2 Timothy 3: 1-17
Tuesday, May 21, Psalm 90: 1-17
Wednesday, May 22, Revelation 16: 1-16
Thursday, May 23, Proverbs 2: 1-10
Friday, May 24, Ephesians 4: 7-16
Saturday, May 25, Reflections

Sunday, May 26, 2 Peter 3: 1-18
May 26, 2024





 Lesson 8
“Jesus is Coming Back”
2 Peter 3: 1-18 (NKJV)
1 Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder), 
2 that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 
3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 
4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” 
5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, 
6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 
7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 
11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 
12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 
13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless; 
15 and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 
16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.

17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 
18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him 
be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

Commentary:
In the previous chapter, Peter addressed his readers of the disapproving of false teachers. In this, the last chapter of this letter, Peter encourages his readers to stay committed to God’s words. Peter encouraged  the people to stand against those who come against them, remain faithful to God and to stay away from false teaching.
Peter encouraged his readers to remember what was recorded in the Old Testament by the prophets. We are to remember what Jesus said in the Gospels as well as what was said by the apostles. Peter knew the power of God’s Words as well as the authority Jesus gave to Him as an apostle to preach and evangelize God’s Holy Word. 
Peter informed his readers of what will take place in the last days. As believers, we should expect people to ridicule and mock us for our belief in Christ and the idea that He will return for us. Though it may appear to be a long time before He returns, a day to the Lord is like a thousand years. And His ‘slowness’ is to show His patience with humanity as God does not want to lose any of us and desires that we change our ways and stop sinning.
Although it may seem that God is slow in returning, Peter reminds us that the day will come when the Lord shall return. Verse 10 says that the Lord will come like a thief and surprise everyone. When the Lord comes, the sky will disappear with a loud noise. The earth will be burned up as well as everything in the sky. For this, we should be holy and stay committed to God. And as true believers in God, we should await the day when the Lord returns. For on that day, God will take us to a new sky and a new heaven where God’s righteousness and goodness resides. 
Peter closes the letter by encouraging his readers to make every effort to be without sin and live peaceful lives when He returns. We are to remember that we are saved because of God’s grace and mercy, and because He was patient with us. Therefore, we are to stay alert and be careful that we do not fall into error by the wicked and the wrong they do. Instead, we are to grow in the grace and knowledge of God as He is forever with us.
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Questions: 
1. Why did Peter say he wrote his letters?     What did he want his readers to remember?

2. What did Peter say would occur in the last days?

3. Why is God delaying His punishment against the wicked?

4. How should we live our lives when Christ returns?

5. How do the promises found in these verses; help build your faith in God?
6. How can we grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ?
Daily Readings:

Monday, May 27, John 1: 1-13
Tuesday, May 28, John 8: 1-12
Wednesday, May 29, Psalm 32: 1-11
Thursday, May 30, John 15:1-17
Friday, May 31, 1 John 1: 1-10
Saturday, June 1, Reflection
Sunday, June 2, 1 John 2:1-6
June 2, 2024 





Lesson 9
“Jesus Forgives our Sins”
1 John 1: 4-10; 2:1-6 (NLT)
1 John 1: 5-10
5 “This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all. 
6 So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. 
7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.

8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 
9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 
10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts.
1 John 2: 1-6
1 My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous. 
2 He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins; and not only our sins but the sins of all the world.

3 And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his commandments. 
4 If someone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that person is a liar and is not living in the truth. 
5 But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they love him. That is how we know we are living in him. 
6 Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did.

Commentary:
The Apostle John, like hi counterpart Peter, wrote to his readers, based off the knowledge and teaching he received from Jesus and through the revelation of the Holy Spirit. During the time of the writing of this letter, false teaching was a big problem in the early church. Many believers and churches were prey to pretenders who taught their own ideas and elevated themselves as leaders. John stated in verse 3 that the purpose of his writing is to tell his readers of the things he has heard and seen through his relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ. He wrote so that the joy he has may abide in them as well.
Starting in verse 5, John said that God is light and in Him is no darkness. In his gospel writings, John quoted Jesus when the Lord said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never live in darkness. They will have the light that gives life” (John 8:12). Expounding on this, John said that if we, the believers, claim to have a relationship with God, but continue living in sin, we are liars. However, if we walk in the light of Christ, be obedient to the Will of God and resisting the temptation of sin, we have fellowship with God and with one another. If we are in right relationship with God, we naturally will be in right relationship with one another. And this is made possible only through the blood of Jesus and His sacrifice washed away our sins and made us clean and righteous.
John stated that if we claim to have no sin, we deceive ourselves. John is stating that as humans, living here on earth, we are not perfect. For those who claim they are sinless are saying that they have already achieved the highest level of spiritual success on their own efforts. Yet, we should always see a need for Christ to be with us, to help us, to strengthen us, hold us, and to wash us.  To say we have no sin rejects the notion that we still need God’s grace and mercy. But to those who recognize the need for God’s amazing grace and mercy as we are prone to sin while here on earth, John said that if we confess our sins to the Lord, God is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and cleanse us from the wrong things we have done.
John continues this theme in the early section of chapter 2. There, John encourages his readers to not sin; give into sinful temptations. However, should we sin, we are to know that we have Jesus on our side to help us. Jesus will be our advocate; our defender before the righteous judge and speak on our behalf. Jesus became the great sacrifice to atone for our sins and take our sins away.
Our lesson ends with John again urging his readers to obey God’s commands as we are His children. To those who claim to know Him but do not do what He says, the truth is not in them. But to all children of God, we are to live as Christ lived. We must be faithful and obedient to the Father, just as Jesus was faithful and obedient to what the Father called Him to do. We are to love the Lord and love others for this shows that we indeed live in Him.
Questions:
1. What does it mean that God is Light?

What does it mean to walk; live in the light?

What does it mean to walk; live in darkness?

2. What does 1 John 1:9 mean to you?

3. What role(s) do Jesus serve when it comes to us being cleansed; forgiven of our sins?

4. How can we know if our relationship with God is real?

5. How did Jesus live?      Looking at your life right now, is your lifestyle emulating that of Jesus?

Daily Readings:

Monday, June 3, Deuteronomy 6: 1-9

Tuesday, June 4, Mark 12: 28-34
Wednesday, June 5, James 4: 1-10
Thursday, June 6, Matthew 24: 1-14
Friday, June 7, Matthew 24: 15-31
Saturday, June 8, Reflection
Sunday, June 9, 1 John 2: 7-29
June 9, 2024





Lesson 10
“Committed to Jesus”

1 John 2:7-29 (NLT)
7 Dear friends, I am not writing a new commandment for you; rather it is an old one you have had from the very beginning. This old commandment, to love one another; is the same message you heard before. 
8 Yet it is also new. Jesus lived the truth of this commandment, and you also are living it. For the darkness is disappearing, and the true light is already shining.

9 If anyone claims, “I am living in the light,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is still living in darkness. 
10 Anyone who loves a fellow believer is living in the light and does not cause others to stumble. 
11 But anyone who hates a fellow believer is still living and walking in darkness. Such a person does not know the way to go, having been blinded by the darkness.

12 I am writing to you who are God’s children because your sins have been forgiven through Jesus. 
13 I am writing to you who are mature in the faith because you know Christ, who existed from the beginning. I am writing to you who are young in the faith because you have won your battle with the evil one.

14 I have written to you who are God’s children because you know the Father. I have written to you who are mature in the faith because you know Christ, who existed from the beginning. I have written to you who are young in the faith because you are strong.
God’s word lives in your hearts, and you have won your battle with the evil one.

15 Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. 
16 For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world. 
17 And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who does what pleases God will live forever.

18 Dear children, the last hour is here. You have heard that the Antichrist is coming, and already many such antichrists have appeared. From this we know that the last hour has come. 
19 These people left our churches, but they never really belonged with us; otherwise they would have stayed with us. When they left, it proved that they did not belong with us.

20 But you are not like that, for the Holy One has given you his Spirit, and all of you know the truth. 
21 So I am writing to you not because you don’t know the truth but because you know the difference between truth and lies. 
22 And who is a liar? Anyone who says that Jesus is not the Christ. Anyone who denies the Father and the Son is an antichrist. 
23 Anyone who denies the Son doesn’t have the Father, either. But anyone who acknowledges the Son has the Father also.

24 So you must remain faithful to what you have been taught from the beginning. If you do, you will remain in fellowship with the Son and with the Father. 
25 And in this fellowship we enjoy the eternal life he promised us.

26 I am writing these things to warn you about those who want to lead you astray. 
27 But you have received the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you, so you don’t need anyone to teach you what is true. For the Spirit teaches you everything you need to know, and what he teaches is true, it is not a lie. So just as he has taught you, remain in fellowship with Christ.

28 And now, dear children, remain in fellowship with Christ so that when he returns, you will be full of courage and not shrink back from him in shame.

29 Since we know that Christ is righteous, we also know that all who do what is right are God’s children.

Commentary:
In his Gospel writing, John 13:34-35, John quoted Jesus when the Lord said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” Here in chapter 2, John echoes this command and states if anyone claims to be a believer and living in the light of God yet hates their brother and sister in Christ, that person is still in darkness. If we cannot love each other, we have no way to claim a real love for God. Our relationship with God and love for God can be measured by our love for other Christians.
While we are to love God and love each other, we are not to love the things of this world. The world represents the flesh, secular community, the sinful humanity that is rebellious to God. We are not to love the world’s system of doing things. There is a secular, anti-God movement and way of thinking that contradicts God and His Will and His Way.  It is easy to love the things of this world as the world offers lust and temptations of the flesh. The world’s way seeks attention, seeks to acquire possessions, takes pride in our achievements. However, one of the lies of this world is that we, with all we possess and all we accomplish, will last forever. John said in verse 17 that this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who abides in God and does what He pleases will live forever. 
John ends this chapter with a warning to his readers. John stated that we are living in the last days and the end is near. John spoke of the Antichrist; the enemies of Jesus and how there are some already among us. Some believe the Antichrist will be a world dictator, one who organize a world-domination by bringing countries together. Many will follow them; “worship” them as they will appear to be doing a great job. However, they will reveal their true colors, and all will see how evil they really are.
John spoke of the day when some ‘believers’ will leave the church for various reasons and never return to the community of God’s people. They will leave, not just a church, but they will leave any kind of church. We can fairly say that this person does not appear to be a Christian, and their appearance demonstrates that they never really were a Christian. Only God knows the heart for certain, but the appearance is that they trusted in the church, or trusted in themselves, but they weren’t really trusting in Jesus Christ. 
John says that we, the true believers, have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ, to know what is real and what is not. We have been giving the Holy Spirit to know what is true and to keep us steadfast and faithful to our God. And with our relationship and fellowship with Jesus, we know that we can enjoy a life eternal with Him, just as He promised. Therefore, when Christ returns for His church and His people, we have the confidence and courage to know we have nothing to be ashamed of or hide from. We know just where we are going; going to be with the Lord, to live forever.
Questions:
1. How does Jesus’ command to love one another challenge your present attitude and actions towards others?
2. What does it mean to not love the world or the things in the world?           

How does this concept affect your attitude towards materialism?

3. As believers, how can we balance the command of not loving the world and the things in the world while still living in the world and engaging with non-believers?
4. John said in verse 17 that the world and the passions; lust of this world is passing; fading away. How does this influence your thinking, your priorities and choices?

5. How did John define the Antichrist?     

How can we discern false teachers, false leaders, “Antichrists” in our society today?
6. In what ways are you actively abiding in Christ in your daily life?

In what ways are you practicing walking/living in the light of God and not in darkness?

7. How can we be sure that we are ready and prepared for the day when Christ returns?
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Daily Readings:
Monday, June 10, John 3: 14-21
Tuesday, June 11, Psalm 106: 1-23
Wednesday, June 12, Genesis 4: 1-15
Thursday, June 13, Romans 5: 1-11
Friday, June 14, Hebrews 13: 7-17
Saturday, June 15, Reflections
Sunday, June 16, 1 John 3: 1-24
June 16, 2024





Lesson 11

“Living as a Child of God”
1 John 3: 1-24 (NKJV)
1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore, the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 
5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 
6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him.

7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 
8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.

10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. 
11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 
12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous.

13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 
14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 
15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?

18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 
19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 
20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 
22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 
23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave [us commandment.

24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

Commentary:
John, beginning in verse 1, stated that we are called children of God. Through the great sacrifice Jesus did on the cross, we’ve been adopted, in love, to be called children of God. As children of God, we should show our love to the Father, as well as our love for our fellow brothers and sisters. However, as children of God, we become strangers to this world. Just as the world rejected Jesus, we should expect the world to treat us as it treated Him. Yet, the more we grow in our walk, the more we become like Jesus. We should strive to be more like Jesus in all we do. And the more we strive to be like Jeus, the more we realize we can place our hope in Him.
In verse 4, John said that anyone who sins, commits lawlessness, breaks God’s law. Jesus came to take away our sins. This tells us that there is no sin in Christ. If we abide in Jesus, we cannot continue to sin. However, if we choose to keep on sinning, it shows that we really do not know who Jesus is but instead, belongs to the devil (verse 8). David Guzik said, “Jesus takes away our sin in the sense of taking the penalty of our sin. Jesus takes away our sins in the sense of taking away the power of sin away. And Jesus takes away our sin in the sense of taking the presence of sin away.”

As children of God, John urges us to love one another. Yes, we are to have a strong, personal relationship with Jesus. However, how we treat and love each other also matters to God. To illustrate his point, John lifts the example of two brothers, Cain and Abel. Cain, who was not right with the Lord as his works were evil, killed his own brother, Abel out of envy and jealousy. For this, we should not be surprised when the world hates us as the world does not know true love. However, there should not be any hatred among the Body of Christ. Whenever true children of God come together, who are right with the Lord, there will be love. 
As Cain murdered his brother out of hate, Jesus gave up his own life for us, His brothers, and sisters, out of love. Paul echoed this thought in Romans 5:8 that says, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” As Jesus gave of Himself, we are to give to others to show our love towards another person. John said that we cannot just say we love someone but show that we love by our actions. 
John ends this section of his letter by reminding his readers to remain obedient to God’s commands. There in verse 22, John said, “And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.” Verse 24 says that those who keeps His commandments abides in Him and He in them. And this is evident for His Spirit resides in us as well. If we believe in His name and that He is the Son of God and love Him and love others, we know that God will answer our prayers. Our love and our obedience come from our fellowship with God which is the key to answered prayers. 

Questions:
1. What does it mean to be a child of God?
2. How does knowing you are a child of God shape the way you live, influence your identity?
3. In looking at verses 6-10 again, where do you see yourself in your spiritual walk?       

4. What is the message John wants us to get in retelling the story of Cain and Abel?

5. Give some examples of how we can show our love of God towards others?

6. How can we be certain that we are living in God and He in us?

Daily Readings:
Monday, June 17, Psalm 86: 1-17
Tuesday, June 18, Romans 8: 31-38
Wednesday, June 19, Romans 10: 1-13
Thursday, June 20, Psalm 18: 1-6
Friday, June 21, Romans 13: 8-14
Saturday, June 22, Reflections
Sunday, June 23, 1 John 4: 7-21
June 23, 2024





Lesson 12
“Love One Another”

1 John 4: 7-21 (NLT)
7 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. 
8 But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

9 God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. 
10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.

11 Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. 
12 No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us.

13 And God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us. 
14 Furthermore, we have seen with our own eyes and now testify that the Father sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 
15 All who declare that Jesus is the Son of God have God living in them, and they live in God. 
16 We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 
17 And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world.

18 Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect love. 
19 We love each other because he loved us first.

20 If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see? 
21 And he has given us this command: Those who love God must also love their fellow believers.[ 

Commentary:

John, as he does throughout his letter, speaks on the topic of love. He begins with the plea, “Beloved, dear friends, let us continue to love one another.” John then tells us the source of love and the trait of a believer. He says that love comes from God and anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. If we want to love others, we must learn how to love from the source, God. Those who are saved and born again from their sins, will love others. God displayed how much He loved us by sending His Son, Jesus, to die for us so that we can have eternal life. And since God showed His love for us in such a big way, we, His children, should show our love to each other. 
John said, in verse 12, that no one has seen God in the physical sense. Yet, if we love each other, God lives in us and His love is made perfect inside of us. If we love one another, the love of God is mature and complete in us. David Guzik said, “the true measure of maturity is not the image of power, or popularity, or passionate feelings – but the abiding presence of God’s love in our lives, given out to others.
 With His Holy Spirit, we are confident that He lives in us and we in Him. And the more we walk and grow in the Lord, knowing His Spirit resides in us, the less we have to fear on the Day of Judgement when Christ returns. We can stand, without fear and with confidence, knowing we are right with God and He will welcome us home. We can stand, on the Day of Judgement, with boldness, for if we abide in Christ, and He in us, our identity is linked with Jesus. 
We are able to show our love to our God and to others because God Himself first loved us. We would be lost, in darkness, have no spiritual life if Jesus did not come down and die on the cross for our sins. But because He did, and we receive Him unto ourselves, we can now show true love to others, and unto Him. However, if someone say they love God but do not love a fellow believer, John said that the person is a liar. We cannot love God, whom we have not seen and hate a person whom we do see. As believers, we have Christ inside of us. That means the resources to love, even the meanest person, is inside of us. It is for us to draw upon those resources; find the Christ in us and respond to His command to love others. 

Questions:
1. What does the phrase mean, “God is Love”? 
2. What are some things we can do to grow in our love for God and love for others?
3. What does it mean that all who live (abide) in love, live (abide) in God and God in them? 
If someone was to see us, would that person see someone abiding in God, abiding in love?

4. Knowing that God lives inside of you, how does this influence your sense of responsibility towards your actions?
5. How can we have confidence and not be afraid on the Day of Judgement?
6.  What did John mean, in verse 18 that ‘such love has no fear as perfect love expels all fear.’

7. How can you show love to someone who is difficult to love?

8. How does knowing that God sent His Son Jesus to die for your sins affect your attitude towards Him and towards others?
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Daily Readings:
Monday, June 24, Matthew 16: 13-20
Tuesday, June 25, Psalm 19: 1-11
Wednesday, June 26, Psalm 119: 41-48
Thursday, June 27, Matthew 3: 13-17

Friday, June 28, John 3: 31-36
Saturday, June 29, Reflections
Sunday, June 30, 1 John 5: 1-12
June 30, 2024





Lesson 13
“Believe in Jesus”
 1 John 5: 1-12 (ERV)
1 The people who believe that Jesus is the Messiah are God’s children. Anyone who loves the Father also loves the Father’s children. 
2 How do we know that we love God’s children? We know because we love God and we obey his commands. 
3 Loving God means obeying his commands. And God’s commands are not too hard for us, 
4 because everyone who is a child of God has the power to win against the world. 
5 It is our faith that has won the victory against the world. So who wins against the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God.

6 Jesus Christ is the one who came. He came with water and with blood. He did not come by water only. No, Jesus came by both water and blood. And the Spirit tells us that this is true. The Spirit is the truth. 
7 So there are three witnesses that tell us about Jesus: 
8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood. These three witnesses agree.

9 We believe people when they say something is true. But what God says is more important. And this is what God told us: He told us the truth about his own Son. 
10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the truth that God told us. But people who do not believe God make God a liar, because they do not believe what God told us about his Son. 
11 This is what God told us: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
12 Whoever has the Son has life, but whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

Commentary:
John culminates his letter, here in chapter 5, by placing emphasis on salvation and love. John starts in verse 1 by saying, ‘those who believe Jesus is the Messiah; is the Christ, are considered a child of God. And those who loves the Father loves others as well. We do not earn our salvation by loving others but by placing our trust in Jesus and His saving power. And the only way we can love others is to have Christ inside of us. 
We can be assured that we love others by the way we love and honor God and obey His commands. To love God is to obey what He commanded us to do. John was there when Jesus said in John 14:15, “If you love me, obey my commandments.” We cannot say that we love God yet purposely live a lifestyle contradicting His commands. That person claims to be a believer yet remains in darkness. 
John says that God’s commands are not too hard for us to follow. We are to remind ourselves that God’s commands are there to reveal to us to live the best and fulfilling life possible. God’s Word, according to Psalm 119:105, is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. They are there to give direction, guidance and protection and not to harm or burden us. God, being the great architect, knows the plans for us, and sets commands for us to follow so that we can be the best version of ourselves.

In verse 6, John said that Jesus came with water and blood. This was said to say that Jesus was real and in the flesh. This was to combat the thought and belief of the Gnostics who believed that Jesus did come down but was not fully man and God but in a Spirit form. Jesus, however, was fully human and fully divine. Jesus was born of a woman yet was the Son of God. Jesus also was baptized in the water, not that He was repenting of the sins He committed, but to identify with sinful humanity. Jesus also came by blood in that He shed His blood on the cross for the redemption of the sins of the world. John encouraged his readers to believe in Jesus as the Son of God has in Him, lies the truth. In Jesus, we can receive life and life eternal. 
Questions:
1. What is the connection between loving God, and others, and obeying His commands?
2. What are some of God’s commands that apply to loving others?

3. Which of God’s commands, if any, do you find challenging?
4. What does it mean that Jesus came by water and blood?

How did the water and blood testify about Jesus?

5. How can you use this lesson to strengthen your faith in God?
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Daily Readings:
Monday, July 1, Psalm 11: 1-7
Tuesday, July 2, Psalm 12: 1-8
Wednesday, July 3, Psalm 13: 1-6
Thursday, July 4, Psalm 14: 1-7
Friday, July 5, Psalm 15: 1-5
Saturday, July 6, Reflections

Sunday, July 7, Psalm 16: 1-11
Notes:
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