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“Then Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 This promise is to you, to your children, and to those far away all who have been called by the Lord our God.”





Acts 2: 38-39 (NLT)
The Book of Acts gives an account of how the early church began and grew. The book bridges the Gospels and the rest of the New Testament. Acts shows how the apostles took the message of Jesus after His resurrection and spread it throughout the world. 
Our lesson begins with the arrival of the Holy Spirit, God’s gift to the church. The Holy Spirit is given by Jesus after His ascension. The relationship of the Spirit to the Father and to the Son, Jesus, connects the believers to the power embodied by the Savior. The Holy Spirit empowered, inspired, and guided the apostles to boldly proclaim the message of Jesus to others. The Holy Spirit gave the believers courage to be bold witnesses of Jesus, and confidence to preach the gospel message of the Savior along with giving the apostles power to perform miracles that resembled what Jesus did in the Gospels.
The Book of Acts also shows God’s love and grace for everyone. God called many to go out and spread His message of hope and salvation to the entire world so that both Jews and Gentiles might know Him and be saved from their sins. The Book of Acts illustrate the breaking down of cultural and ethnic barriers, reinforcing Christ’s message of salvation for everyone. 
Lessons:
May 4

“The Gift of the Holy Spirit”
Acts 2:1-21, 37-39
May 11

“The Lame Man is Healed”
Acts 3: 1-16
May 18

“Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch”
Acts 8: 26-40
May 25

“Saul is Chosen by God”

Acts 9: 1-19
May 4, 2025





Lesson 5
“The Gift of the Holy Spirit”
Acts 2:1-21, 37-39 (NLT)
1 On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 
2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 
3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 
4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.

5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. 
6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers.

7 They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 
8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 
9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 
10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 
11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things, wonderful works God has done!” 
12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other.

13 But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!”

14 Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. 
15 These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. 
16 No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel:

17 ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams.

18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike—and they will prophesy.

19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below— blood and fire and clouds of smoke.

20 The sun will become dark, and the moon will turn blood red before that great and glorious day of the Lord arrives.

21 But everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

----

37 Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”

38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 This promise is to you, to your children, and to those far away—all who have been called by the Lord our God.” 

Commentary:
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Holy Trinity. There’s God, the Father, (Jehovah, Abba, Yahweh) God, the Son, (Jesus) and God, the Holy Spirit.
Though found in the Old Testament, as He is referred to as the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of the Lord, it is not until the New Testament where we see the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. As Jesus was preparing His disciples of His death, His resurrection and ultimately His ascension back to heaven, He gave the purpose for the Holy Spirit. In the gospel of John, Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit:

· John 14:16, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper to be with you forever.
· John 14:26, ““But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”
· John 16:8, “When the Helper comes, he will show the people of the world how wrong they are about sin, about being right with God, and about judgment”
In Acts 1, going into Acts 2, we see the purpose of Holy Spirit and the reason God sent this gift to His Church. Luke tells us in Acts 1:2 that Jesus gave further instructions before being taken up to heaven. 

Jesus tells them to not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends them the gift He promised. He tells them that they will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon them and they will be His witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. This is the purpose of the Holy Spirit, to give us the POWER, the BOLDNESS, and the CONFIDENCE to proclaim the good news of Jesus to others as effective witnesses of Jesus Christ.
In our text today, one hundred and twenty of Jesus’ followers, including the disciples gathered in an upper room in Jerusalem. They were instructed by Jesus to wait in the city for the Holy Spirit to come upon them. The Bible says that on the day on Pentecost, Pente, fifty, 50 days after Passover, the believers were all together in one place. As they were praying and waiting, there came suddenly a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw something that looked like flames of fire. The flames were separated and stood over each person there. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking different languages, proclaiming the wonders of God. The purpose of them speaking in various languages was for witnessing and evangelism. Many Jews were in Jerusalem from different nations. As the believers were speaking in different languages, the people heard them and were surprised to hear their own language. They were amazed and said, “How can this be? These people are all from Galilee, and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages!” They said, “we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.” 
The Jews that gathered wondered how this phenomenon could occur. They wonder what this means. However, some of the Jews declared that the disciples and other believers were drunk from too much wine. Peter then stood up, with the other eleven disciples, and told the crowd that they were not drunk but were fulfilling what Joel prophesized in Joel 2: 28-32. It says, “And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh;
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams. And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy. I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath: blood and fire and vapor of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord.  And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.”
Peter preached a message, a message to tell the crowd that what Joel received from God has now occurred. The time has come when God’s Spirit, the source of empowerment, guidance, and wisdom is here and will be poured out on all people. God promised to pour out His Spirit on all people in the last days so that the gospel message will be reached to all nations. The message must go out so that others will know who to call on to be saved from their sins.
As Peter continued preaching, his words touched the hearts of the people. The crowd asked the apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” God promises salvation to everyone who calls on Him. God’s promise cleanses us from our sin with every gift and grace that comes from the Holy Spirit. 
Questions:
1. What is the purpose of the Holy Spirit?
2. Why was the Day of Pentecost celebrated by the Jews?
3. What events occurred in verses 2-4 and what do you think is the significance of each event?
4. What was the significance of the apostles and believers speaking in different languages?

5. What did the people hear, in their own language, from the believers in that upper room?
6. What wonders of God have you experienced in your life?

7. What parallels is Peter declaring between the time Joel gave his prophecy and what took place there in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost?

8. What did Peter say we must do to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit?

9. Who is the promise of the Holy Spirit for?

Daily Reading:
Monday, May 5, Acts 2: 40-47
Tuesday, May 6, John 4: 43-54
Wednesday, May 7, Matthew 8: 5-13
Thursday, May 8, John 5: 1-15
Friday, May 9, Matthew 15: 21-28
Saturday, May 10, Reflection
Sunday, May 11, Acts 3: 1-16

May 11, 2025





Lesson 6
“The Lame Man is Healed”

Acts 3: 1-16 (ERV)
1 One day Peter and John went to the Temple area. It was three o’clock in the afternoon, which was the time for the daily Temple prayer service. 
2 As they were entering the Temple area, a man was there who had been crippled all his life. He was being carried by some friends who brought him to the Temple every day. They put him by one of the gates outside the Temple. It was called Beautiful Gate. There he begged for money from the people going to the Temple. 
3 That day he saw Peter and John going into the Temple area. He asked them for money.

4 Peter and John looked at the crippled man and said, “Look at us!” 
5 He looked at them; he thought they would give him some money. 
6 But Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold, but I do have something else I can give you. By the power of Jesus Christ from Nazareth stand up and walk!”

7 Then Peter took the man’s right hand and lifted him up. Immediately his feet and legs became strong. 
8 He jumped up, stood on his feet, and began to walk. He went into the Temple area with them. He was walking and jumping and praising God. 
9-10 All the people recognized him. They knew he was the crippled man who always sat by the Beautiful Gate to beg for money. Now they saw this same man walking and praising God. They were amazed. They did not understand how this could happen.

11 The man was holding on to Peter and John. All the people were amazed. They ran to Peter and John at Solomon’s Porch.

12 When Peter saw this, he said to the people, “My Jewish brothers, why are you surprised at this? You are looking at us as if it was our power that made this man walk. Do you think this was done because we are good? 
13 No, God did it! He is the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. He is the God of all our fathers. He gave glory to Jesus, his special servant. But you handed him over to be killed. Pilate decided to let him go free. But you told Pilate you did not want him. 
14 Jesus was holy and good, but you said you did not want him. You told Pilate to give you a murderer instead of Jesus. 
15 And so you killed the one who gives life! But God raised him from death. We are witnesses of this—we saw it with our own eyes.

16 “This crippled man was healed because we trusted in Jesus. It was Jesus’ power that made him well. You can see this man, and you know him. He was made completely well because of faith in Jesus. You all saw it happen!

Commentary:
Our lesson begins with Peter and John going up together to the Temple for prayer during the 3:00 prayer service. Upon entering the Temple, Peter and John were approached by one who was lying by the Temple’s gates, asking for money. The bible says that the man was lame, crippled from birth. The man was carried / brought in by others. Scripture said that he was carried in and put, laid by the gate. His life was dependent on others. The man was placed there daily. His life became a routine. Every day he was placed, at the gate, expecting money from those going in for prayer and worship. Day in, and day out, he did, with the help of others, seeking help, just enough so that he could go back the next day.
The text says that the man was placed at the Beautiful Gate. More than likely, this was the Gate of Nicanor on the east side of the Temple. It was the main and largest gate made of very expensive bronze. It was in the Court of the Women. This was one of the gates that led from the court of the Gentiles. The gate was said to appear beautiful in the light of the rising sun reflecting off of the bronze.

As Peter and John was entering the Temple, the man saw them and asked them for some money. The name asked, “expecting to receive something from them”. This man had faith that when he asked Peter and John for money, he just knew he was getting something from them. However, Peter and John looked at the man and said, “Look at us!” They wanted the man to really focus in on them and not miss what was about to take place. They told the man that they did not have any money but had some thing else instead. They said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” The man was expecting money, a temporary blessing for his circumstances. However, Peter and John offered to the man something that could transform his life forever. Peter took him by the hand and helped him up. And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles were immediately healed.
When Peter spoke to the man and said, “In the name of Jesus, get up and walk”, the Holy Spirit was with Peter, and was working in Peter, and when those words, with the authority of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit, left his mouth, and entered in the man’s ear. The anointing entered the man’s body and touched his nervous system which sent signals to his muscular system, which loosened his bones from his spine to his feet. Therefore, when Peter went and took him by the hand and helped him up, he was healed. And it says that the man jumped up, stood up and started walking. The man got up, started praising God, and went with Peter and John into the Temple. When the people saw and realized that the man that once was lame and laid at the gates of the Temple was now walking, they were filled with wonder and amazement. A miracle had took place in their presence.
As the man walked with Peter and John, the people ran towards them in amazement. They wanted a closer look to see the healed man. Seeing an opportunity to share a message about Jesus, Peter started preaching about Jesus there on the outside of the Temple. He told them that this miracle of the lame man walking came from God. Peter told them that the same God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. He is the God of all our fathers and the One who gave glory to Jesus, His special servant. However, you all handed Jesus over to be killed. Pilate was going to free Him, yet you wanted Pilate not to. You rejected Jesus and instead wanted to release a murderer. You people wanted to kill the One who gives life. But the good news is, God raised Him from the dead and we are witnesses of this as we have seen Him with our own eyes. This man, that was crippled from his birth, was healed because we trusted in Jesus. It was Jesus’ power that healed him. Faith in Jesus’ name has healed him before your very eyes.
Questions:
1. What does it say to you in Peter and John going to prayer service, together?
2. What did the man expect to receive from Peter and John?

What did the man receive instead from Peter and John?

3. Why is Peter suddenly so bold in talking about Jesus as he healed the man and spoke to the crowd yet denied knowing Jesus and hiding at the end of the Gospels?     Explain the change.

4. How did the man respond to his healing?

How do you usually respond when God blesses you?
5. Peter saw an opportunity to talk about Jesus with the people came up to him and John with the healed man on their arms. Do you seize the opportunity to share a Word about Jesus when they come open to you?  Explain why you do or do not.

Daily Readings:
Monday, May 12, Acts 4: 1-37
Tuesday, May 13, Acts 5: 1-21
Wednesday, May 14, Acts 5: 22- 42
Thursday, May 15, Acts 6: 1-15, 7:54-60
Friday, May 16, Acts 8: 1-25
Saturday, May 17, Reflections

Sunday, May 18, Acts 8: 26-40
May 18, 2025





Lesson 7
“Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch”
Acts 8: 26-40 (NKJV)                           
26 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. 
27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 
28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 
29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.”

30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?”

31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. 
32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this: “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
So He opened not His mouth.

33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away,
And who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth.”

34 So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?” 
35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 
36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?”

37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 
39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 
40 But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea.

Commentary: 
In Acts 8, the Jewish leaders persecuted the apostles and all who believed in Jesus. The leaders tried to stop the movement of the early church, stop the preaching of the name of Jesus. They scattered many from their homes in Jerusalem to other cities. One such person who was forced to leave his home for his belief in Jesus was a believer named Philip. 
Philip was one of the believers that was forced to leave his home and go to an area called Samaria. Samaria was the place where Jews shunned and frowned upon as Samaritans were considered ‘half-breeds’ / half Jew and half Gentile. There was a deep hatred between the Jews and Samaritans. However, Philip took great opportunity of his time there as he started preaching about Jesus and many in Samaria became believers in Jesus. The Bible says that there was great joy in Samaria as Philip ministered to the people there as many sick people were healed and evil spirits were cast out of people. Things were going so well there that the apostles in Jerusalem heard of the good things going on in Samaria. Peter and John left Jerusalem and traveled down to Samaria to do ministry so that the Samaritans might receive the Holy Spirit. As Peter and John preached the gospel in many Samaritan villages, Philip was commissioned by an angel of the Lord to travel south to the desert road, the road that went from Jerusalem to Gaza.
When the angel told Philip to go on the desert road, he got up and went, not knowing why he was being sent and what to expect out there in the desert. Philip could have complained about already having to leave his home the first time to go to Samaria. He could have questioned why the Lord was moving him again, and of all places, to a desert. But the Bible says, in verse 27, ‘he got up and went.’ 
He did not know what to expect, who he would encounter, but he went. Philip was obedient to the command the angel gave to him.

As Philip traveled on the desert road, he saw a man from Ethiopia, an eunuch, an officer of Candace, the queen of Ethiopia. This man was responsible for the queen’s money. He, along with his entourage, had gone to Jerusalem to worship. On his way back home, in his chariot, he pulled out a writing from Isaiah and started reading. The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go to that chariot and just stand near there.” As Philip stood there, he perceived the man was troubled, was having some difficulty understanding the text, for Philip asked him, “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip was observant of the situation. 

Philip, obeying the Holy Spirit, went and stood by the chariot and by being still, heard that the eunuch needed assistance with the text he was reading. Seeing an opportunity to witness about Jesus, Philip asked the man if he understood what he was reading. The eunuch said to him, “How can I, unless someone explain it to me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. Here was an opportunity for Philip to teach, to share and evangelize with another. The eunuch showed him the text and read it. He said, “see here, the text says, “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He opened not His mouth. In His humiliation His justice was taken away, and who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth.” He then said to Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking about himself or someone else?” Philip perhaps knew now why he was sent to the desert road. Philip had the opportunity to share the good news about Jesus to an officer from Ethiopia. The bible says in verse 35 that Philip opened his mouth and preached Jesus to him. 
As Philip shared to the eunuch about Jesus, they came to some water. Philip probably shared with the eunuch about salvation and baptism for the bible says when they arrived where water was, the eunuch asked, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” Philip told him that if he believed with all his heart he could be baptized. The eunuch answered that he did believe in Jesus as the Son of God. The eunuch commanded the chariot to stop and both Philip and the eunuch went down to the water where Philip baptized him. When they came out of the water, the Holy Spirit led Philip away as his mission there in the desert was over. The eunuch did not see Philip again but went on his way rejoicing for what took place in his life. Philip however was found in the town of Azotus where he preached the Gospel message in every town until he reached Caesarea. 
[image: image2.jpg]



Questions:
1. What are some takeaways you see from Philip’s obedience to the voice of the Holy Spirit and God’s direction in his ministry?
2. What are some “desert areas” you believe the Lord is calling you to? (places that appear empty, dry, hopeless, isolated, doubtful, etc.)
3. What was the eunuch doing in the chariot and how does his eagerness to understand the Scripture challenge your study habits to God’s Word?

4. Who was the person (s) who taught you, guided you to better understand the Scriptures?

How would you guide someone who is seeking to understand the Scriptures?

5. Why do you think the eunuch asked to be baptized?

6. Why do you think Philip was led away after baptizing the eunuch?

7. What lesson can you draw from the conversion of the eunuch?

8. How does this lesson inspire you to be led by the Spirit and be a witness for Jesus and help others accept Christ as their Savior?

Daily Readings:

Monday, May 19, Genesis 12: 1-9
Tuesday, May 20, Exodus 3: 1-22
Wednesday, May 21, Joshua 1:1-9
Thursday, May 22, 1 Samuel 16: 1-13
Friday, May 23, Matthew 16: 13-20
Saturday, May 24, Reflections

Sunday, May 25, Acts 9: 1-19
May 25, 2025




 
Lesson 8
“Saul is Chosen by God”
Acts 9: 1-19 (ERV)
1 In Jerusalem Saul was still trying to scare the followers of the Lord, even saying he would kill them. He went to the high priest 
2 and asked him to write letters to the synagogues in the city of Damascus. Saul wanted the high priest to give him the authority to find people in Damascus who were followers of the Way. If he found any believers there, men or women, he would arrest them and bring them back to Jerusalem.

3 So Saul went to Damascus. When he came near the city, a very bright light from heaven suddenly shined around him. 
4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul! Why are you persecuting me?”

5 Saul said, “Who are you, Lord?” The voice answered, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting. 
6 Get up now and go into the city. Someone there will tell you what you must do.”

7 The men traveling with Saul just stood there, unable to speak. They heard the voice, but they saw no one. 
8 Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, but he could not see. So the men with him held his hand and led him into Damascus. 
9 For three days, Saul could not see; he did not eat or drink.

10 There was a follower of Jesus in Damascus named Ananias. In a vision the Lord said to him, “Ananias!”

Ananias answered, “Here I am, Lord.”

11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight Street. Find the house of Judas and ask for a man named Saul from the city of Tarsus. He is there now, praying. 
12 He has seen a vision in which a man named Ananias came and laid his hands on him so that he could see again.”

13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, many people have told me about this man. They told me about the many bad things he did to your holy people in Jerusalem. 
14 Now he has come here to Damascus. The leading priests have given him the power to arrest all people who trust in you.”

15 But the Lord Jesus said to Ananias, “Go! I have chosen Saul for an important work. I want him to tell other nations, their rulers, and the people of Israel about me. 
16 I will show him all that he must suffer for me.”

17 So Ananias left and went to the house of Judas. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Saul, my brother, the Lord Jesus sent me. He is the one you saw on the road when you came here. He sent me so that you can see again and also be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18 Immediately, something that looked like fish scales fell off Saul’s eyes. He was able to see! Then he got up and was baptized. 
19 After he ate, he began to feel strong again. Saul stayed with the followers of Jesus in Damascus for a few days.

Commentary:
Today, we are looking at the life of Paul, or as our text states…the life of Saul. Saul was born in Tarsus and was a devout Jew.  He was a religious man, an educated man, and a member of the Pharisees. He was taught from the great teacher, Gamaliel, a great Jewish teacher of the first-century A.D. From this man Saul learned the most complex meanings of Jewish tradition and the complicated methods of Jewish interpretation of the Scriptures. Saul was well educated in both Jewish and Gentile customs and knew how to navigate in different circles of people.
Saul, being a Pharisee, had a high respect for God and His Law. Saul was totally committed to the Jewish Law and tradition. It is from his devotion and commitment to the Law and tradition is why he fought against those who preached the name of Jesus. He had gained a reputation as one of the chief leaders of stopping the New Christian movement from growing and spreading. Saul, along with others, sought to punish and kill those taught in the name of Jesus Christ.
In Acts 7, young Stephen, a devout believer of Jesus, was stoned, and those who killed him laid their coats at the feet of Saul. Acts 8 begins by saying, “Saul was one of the witnesses, and he agreed completely with the killing of Stephen. Saul went everywhere to destroy the church. He went from house to house, dragging out both men and women to throw them into prison.” 
Here in chapter 9, it begins by saying, “Saul was still trying to scare the followers of the Lord, even saying he would kill them. He went to the high priest and asked him to write letters to the synagogues in the city of Damascus. Saul wanted the high priest to give him the authority to find people in Damascus who were followers of the Way. If he found any believers there, men or women, he would arrest them and bring them back to Jerusalem. 
Saul was almost at Damascus when something happened to him, a light shone from heaven and a voice cried out to him. The Lord spoke to him. The Lord got his attention, for the Lord was about to call him, anoint and appoint him for his divine purpose. Look what happened in verse 3, a light from heaven suddenly shone down around him. Saul fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?” Saul asked, “Who are you, lord?”, to which the voice replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting!  Jesus told Saul to get up, go into the city and do what is told for you to do.
Saul did as Jesus said. He picked himself off of the ground but then realizes that he is blind and needed his companions to assist him to the city. Saul perhaps became blind to one, show him who really was in charge. Though Saul could pick himself up from the ground, he now needed assistance to get to where he was going. Perhaps Saul became blind to show him how spiritually blind he was to the truth about Jesus. Or, perhaps Saul became blind as the Lord was getting his attention as the time had come for Saul to start operating in his divine purpose. 
Saul was blind, and did not eat or drink for 3 days.  Meanwhile, in Damascus, there was a man named Ananias who was a believer of Jesus. The Lord called him and told him to go to Saul; help him and minister to him. The Lord told Ananias that Saul was praying and He was going to answer his prayer by sending Ananias to help him. By having Ananias lay his hands on him so that he could see again. 

Ananias expressed his concern in what Jesus was asking him to do, saying he has heard to terrible things Saul has done against the believer in Jerusalem and of Saul’s plan of arresting believers in Damascus. However, Jesus reassured Ananias that all will be well as He has chosen Saul for a great work. Saul was chosen by God to be His chosen instrument of spreading the Gospel message to other nations, to the Gentiles, to the people of Israel. and to kings. Jesus told Ananias that He would show Saul all that he would suffer for His name’s sake. Ananias goes and finds Saul, lays his hand on Saul and calls him Brother Saul. Ananias told Saul that Jesus has sent him so that Saul could see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit. When Ananias touched Saul, there fell from Saul’s eyes, something like scales and Saul received his sight. When Saul arose, he was baptized. Afterwards, the believers in Damascus ministered to Saul by feeding him, teaching them about Jesus, and showing him great hospitality. Through their love and generosity, Saul was on his way of becoming a great evangelist and missionary for Jesus. 
Questions: 
1. What was Saul’s reason for going to Damascus?

2. Why did Jesus say to Saul, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”


What does this tell us?

3. Why was Ananias hesitate in following Jesus’ command of helping Saul?

Describe a time you were reluctant in sharing your faith, ministering to someone God told you to help.      Why were you afraid, timid, hesitant?     What happened to ease your fears?
4. How does Saul’s conversion demonstrate the power of God’s grace?
5. How can you apply the theme of forgiveness from this lesson to your own life?
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Daily Readings:

Monday, May 26, Malachi 1: 2-11
Tuesday, May 27, Isaiah 42: 1-9
Wednesday, May 28, Isaiah 49: 1-6
Thursday, May 29, Isaiah 60: 1-5
Friday, May 30, Psalm 22: 22-31
Saturday, May 31, Reflection
Sunday, June 1, Acts 10: 1-35, 44-46
Notes:
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