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Paul said, “John told people to be baptized to show they wanted to change their lives. He told people to believe in the one who would come after him, and that one is Jesus.” 5 When these followers heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
6 Then Paul laid his hands on them, and the Holy Spirit came on them. They began speaking different languages and prophesying.

Acts 19: 4-6 (ERV)
Our lessons this month focus on the transition of the early church community to the Gentiles. God’s grace was extended to other nations, and the Lord used His servants to spread His message of hope and salvation abroad. Beginning with Peter, a leader of the church of Jerusalem and one of the original apostles, God opened the door for Peter to take the message from the Jews to the Gentiles. Peter, overcoming his own bias and prejudice, met a Roman officer named Cornelius and God moved and saved Cornelius’ household.

From Peter, the second half of Acts follows the ministry of Saul/Paul, whose mission was to spread the Gospel message to various Gentile communities. While the apostles stayed in Jerusalem, Paul and his partners, Barnabas and Silas, traveled all over sharing the Word of God. Though their journey was not an easy one, filled with persecutions and hardships, Paul remained steadfast in his walk with God and his obedience to his mission.  
Our lessons this month reminds us that God’s love and salvation is for all, and God may be using us as His instruments to share His good news to others. 

Lessons:
June 1
      “Peter and Cornelius”

              Acts 10: 1-35, 44-46
June 8
      “Good News for the Church of Antioch” Acts 15: 1-31
June 15
     “Paul and Silas in Jail”

Acts 16: 16-40
June 22
    “Paul and Apollos in Ephesus”
              Acts 18: 24 - 19:7
June 29
    “Seven Sons of Sceva”

              Acts 19: 11-20
June 1, 2025





Lesson 1
“Peter and Cornelius”

Acts 10: 1-35, 44-46 (ERV)
1 In the city of Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a Roman army officer in what was called the Italian Unit. 
2 He was a religious man. He and all the others who lived in his house were worshipers of the true God. He gave much of his money to help the poor people and always prayed to God. 
3 One afternoon about three o’clock, Cornelius had a vision. He clearly saw an angel from God coming to him and saying, “Cornelius!”

4 Staring at the angel and feeling afraid, Cornelius said, “What do you want, sir?”

The angel said to him, “God has heard your prayers and has seen your gifts to the poor. He remembers you and all you have done. 
5 Send some men now to the city of Joppa to get a man named Simon, who is also called Peter. 
6 He is staying with someone also named Simon, a leatherworker who has a house beside the sea.” 
7 The angel who spoke to Cornelius left. Then Cornelius called two of his servants and a soldier. The soldier was a religious man, one of his close helpers. 
8 Cornelius explained everything to these three men and sent them to Joppa.

9 The next day they were coming near Joppa about noon, when Peter was going up to the roof to pray. 
10 He was hungry and wanted to eat. But while they were preparing the food for Peter to eat, he had a vision. 11 He saw something coming down through the open sky. It looked like a big sheet being lowered to the ground by its four corners. 
12 In it were all kinds of animals, reptiles, and birds. 
13 Then a voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill anything here and eat it.”

14 But Peter said, “I can’t do that, Lord! I have never eaten anything that is not pure or fit to be used for food.”

15 But the voice said to him again, “God has made these things pure. Don’t say they are unfit to eat.” 
16 This happened three times. Then the whole thing was taken back up into heaven. 
17 Peter wondered what this vision meant. The men Cornelius sent had found Simon’s house. They were standing at the door. 
18 They asked, “Is Simon Peter staying here?”

19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Listen, three men are looking for you. 
20 Get up and go downstairs. Go with these men without wondering if it’s all right, because I sent them.” 
21 So Peter went downstairs and said to them, “I think I’m the man you are looking for. Why did you come here?”

22 The men said, “A holy angel told Cornelius to invite you to his house. He is an army officer. He is a good man, one who worships God, and all the Jewish people respect him. The angel told him to invite you to his house so that he can listen to what you have to say.” 
23 Peter asked the men to come in and stay for the night.

The next day Peter got ready and went away with the three men. Some of the believers from Joppa went with him. 
24 The next day they came to the city of Caesarea. Cornelius was waiting for them and had already gathered his relatives and close friends at his house.

25 When Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him. He fell down at Peter’s feet and worshiped him. 
26 But Peter told him to get up. Peter said, “Stand up! I am only a man like you.” 
27 Peter continued talking with Cornelius. Then Peter went inside and saw a large group of people gathered there.

28 Peter said to the people, “You understand that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit anyone who is not a Jew. But God has shown me that I should not consider anyone unfit or say they are not pure. 
29 That’s why I didn’t argue when your men asked me to come here. Now, please tell me why you sent for me.”

30 Cornelius said, “Four days ago, I was praying in my house. It was at this same time—three o’clock in the afternoon. Suddenly there was someone standing before me wearing bright, shiny clothes. 
31 He said, ‘Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and has seen your gifts to the poor. He remembers you and all you have done. 
32 So send some men to the city of Joppa and tell Simon Peter to come. He is staying with another man named Simon, a leatherworker who has a house beside the sea.’ 
33 So I sent for you immediately. It was very good of you to come here. Now we are all here before God to hear everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.”

34 Peter began to speak: “I really understand now that God does not consider some people to be better than others. 
35 He accepts anyone who worships him and does what is right. It is not important what nation they come from.


----

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came down on all those who were listening to his speech. 
45 The Jewish believers who came with Peter were amazed that the Holy Spirit had been poured out as a gift also to people who were not Jews. 
46 They heard them speaking different languages and praising God. Then Peter said, 
47 “How can anyone object to these people being baptized in water? They have received the Holy Spirit the same as we did!” 
48 So Peter told them to baptize Cornelius and his relatives and friends in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

Commentary:

Our lesson begins with a Roman officer in Caesarea named Cornelius. Cornelius was a centurion, an officer in charge of 100 soliders. Caesarea was the capital of the Roman province of Judea, home of the Roman governor and a home base to his military garrison. Cornelius was a spiritual man who feared God and gave assistance to the poor. One day, around 3:00 pm, an angel of the Lord appeared unto Cornelius and told him that his prayers have been answered. The angel told him to send some of his men to Joppa and seek out a man by the named Simon Peter who was staying with Simon the tanner. After the angel left and the vision was over, Cornelius did as the angel said and called three men, two of his servants and a devout soldier to Joppa.
Around noon the next day, God spoke to Peter as He did with Cornelius. Peter was on the housetop for prayer. While praying, Peter became hungry. While his food was being prepared, Peter fell into a trance and had a vision. In his vision, Peter saw heaven open up and a great sheet bound on each corner descended from heaven to the earth. On the sheet were various animals and birds. A voice from heaven instructed Peter to kill and eat the animals. Being a devout Jew, Peter refused as not to eat any unclean animals as listed in Leviticus 11. However, the voice from heaven spoke again and said to Peter, “Do not call something unclean if God has made it clean.” 
As Peter contemplated on the vision he saw and the message he heard, the men from Cornelius’ house approached where he was staying. With the men at the house where he was staying, the Holy Spirit spoke to Peter and told him about the men and not to be afraid of them as He has sent them to him. When Peter went downstairs to meet the men, they told Peter that they were sent by Cornelius, a Roman officer who was a faithful, God-fearing man, whom an angel instructed him to send them to beckon for Peter to come to his house. 

When Peter arrived in Caesarea to Cornelius’ house with his men, Cornelius received him and called his family and close friends together to receive Peter. As Peter entered the house, Cornelius, a Roman officer, fell at his feet and worshipped him. However, Peter pulled him up and told him to stand as he was a human just as he was. Peter then talked with the group, sharing how it was once against the law for him, a Jew to enter a Gentile home and share together. Peter told the group that it was God who opened his eyes and showed him that he could no longer consider anyone unclean or impure and that barriers should no longer exist between the two groups. 

The vision Peter received was about more than food. Not only was God doing away with dietary restrictions but was extending His church. God, through Peter was extending His love and grace to the Gentiles, Cornelius and his company. The Jewish believers were not to discriminate against the Gentiles in anyway, but to unify two hostile groups into one church, one family. Both groups were to come together to worship together, fellowship together, serve together, and eat together. 

Cornelius told Peter of the vision he received a couple of days ago of how God has heard his prayers and seen the good he did in giving to the poor. Cornelius told Peter how he was instructed to seek him out and bring him back to his house so that Peter could share with them all that God has commanded him to speak. Cornelius gathered his family and friends to hear what thus said the Lord. Cornelius was ready, attentive and came with great anticipation to hear what message God had for them through His servant Peter. 
Peter told the group that he now sees that God shows no favoritism but accepts anyone who loves Him, fears Him and does what is right. Peter told the group about Jesus and how Christ died on the cross but was raised to life on the third day. Peter told them that he and the other apostles witnessed Jesus after His resurrection and the charge Jesus gave to them in preaching His gospel message everywhere. Peter told them that anyone who believes in Him will be forgiven of their sins. 

As Peter spoke to them, the Holy Spirit fell on all who listened to the message. The Jewish believers who came with Peter were amazed to see that the Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles. Seeing Cornelius and his family and friends now filled with the Holy Spirit and speaking in other tongues, Peter gave orders that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterwards, Cornelius and his group asked Peter to stay with them and fellowship with them for a few days.
Questions:
1. How would you describe what kind of man Cornelius was at the beginning of this chapter and why do you think God told him to go get Peter to come to his house?

2. What vision did Peter receive and what was the meaning of his vision?

3. How does Peter’s interaction with Cornelius challenge the religious and societal rules of his day?  (verse 28)

4. Cornelius gathered his family and close friends to hear the message of God from Peter.     When you go to church, do you go with anticipation to hear a Word from God?  Do you prepare yourself to hear all that God is saying through the preached Word?   Explain your answer.
5. What does the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Gentiles, Cornelius’ family and friends say about God accepting all people?

6. How does this lesson challenge you to share God’s message to all people and fellowship all people?
Daily Readings:

Monday, June 2, Acts 11: 1-30
Tuesday, June 3, Acts 12: 1-25
Wednesday, June 4, Acts 13: 1-31
Thursday, June 5, Acts 13: 32-52
Friday, June 6, Acts 14: 1-28
Saturday, June 7, Reflections

Sunday, June 8, Acts 15: 1-31

June 8, 2025





Lesson 2
“Good News for Antioch”

Acts 15: 1-35 (NLT)

1 While Paul and Barnabas were at Antioch of Syria, some men from Judea arrived and began to teach the believers: “Unless you are circumcised as required by the law of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 
2 Paul and Barnabas disagreed with them, arguing vehemently. Finally, the church decided to send Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem, accompanied by some local believers, to talk to the apostles and elders about this question. 
3 The church sent the delegates to Jerusalem, and they stopped along the way in Phoenicia and Samaria to visit the believers. They told them—much to everyone’s joy—that the Gentiles, too, were being converted.

4 When they arrived in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Paul were welcomed by the whole church, including the apostles and elders. They reported everything God had done through them. 
5 But then some of the believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and insisted, “The Gentile converts must be circumcised and required to follow the law of Moses.”

6 So the apostles and elders met together to resolve this issue. 
7 At the meeting, after a long discussion, Peter stood and addressed them as follows: “Brothers, you all know that God chose me from among you some time ago to preach to the Gentiles so that they could hear the Good News and believe. 
8 God knows people’s hearts, and he confirmed that he accepts Gentiles by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us. 
9 He made no distinction between us and them, for he cleansed their hearts through faith. 
10 So why are you now challenging God by burdening the Gentile believers with a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors were able to bear? 
11 We believe that we are all saved the same way, by the undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus.”

12 Everyone listened quietly as Barnabas and Paul told about the miraculous signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.

13 When they had finished, James stood and said, “Brothers, listen to me. 
14 Peter has told you about the time God first visited the Gentiles to take from them a people for himself. 
15 And this conversion of Gentiles is exactly what the prophets predicted. As it is written:

16 ‘Afterward I will return and restore the fallen house of David. I will rebuild its ruins and restore it,

17 so that the rest of humanity might seek the Lord, including the Gentiles—all those I have called to be mine.
The Lord has spoken—

18 he who made these things known so long ago.’

19 “And so my judgment is that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 
20 Instead, we should write and tell them to abstain from eating food offered to idols, from sexual immorality, from eating the meat of strangled animals, and from consuming blood. 
21 For these laws of Moses have been preached in Jewish synagogues in every city on every Sabbath for many generations.”

22 Then the apostles and elders together with the whole church in Jerusalem chose delegates, and they sent them to Antioch of Syria with Paul and Barnabas to report on this decision. The men chosen were two of the church leaders—Judas (also called Barsabbas) and Silas. 
23 This is the letter they took with them: “This letter is from the apostles and elders, your brothers in Jerusalem. It is written to the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia. Greetings!

24 “We understand that some men from here have troubled you and upset you with their teaching, but we did not send them! 
25 So we decided, having come to complete agreement, to send you official representatives, along with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 
26 who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
27 We are sending Judas and Silas to confirm what we have decided concerning your question.

28 “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay no greater burden on you than these few requirements: 
29 You must abstain from eating food offered to idols, from consuming blood or the meat of strangled animals, and from sexual immorality. If you do this, you will do well. Farewell.”

30 The messengers went at once to Antioch, where they called a general meeting of the believers and delivered the letter. 
31 And there was great joy throughout the church that day as they read this encouraging message.

32 Then Judas and Silas, both being prophets, spoke at length to the believers, encouraging and strengthening their faith. 
33 They stayed for a while, and then the believers sent them back to the church in Jerusalem with a blessing of peace. 
35 Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch. They and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord there.
Commentary:

Our lesson today begins with a disagreement between the believers  on the topic on how Gentiles may become Christians. Some believe the Gentiles could become Christians only after becoming Jews first and going through Jewish rituals which included circumcision. Other disagreed and believed that only one’s faith and belief in Jesus made them a Christian. This lesson opens us to the word “Grace” and the stance of traditions, works, rituals in God’s church.

Starting in verse one, Paul and Barnabas were in Antioch in Syria. There, some men from Judea came and taught the believers saying, “Unless you are circumcised as required by the law of Moses, you cannot be saved.” Paul and Barnabas disagreed with such teaching which led to Paul and Barnabas going to the Church of Jerusalem to share their thoughts on this matter. With the Church of Jerusalem being considered the ‘mother church’ as the believers first received the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem, many of the decisions and policies came from this church.
Paul and Barnabas reported all the great things that was going on through the Gentile believers. They shared how the gospel was shared, and many Gentiles were receiving Christ in their lives. However, some of the Jewish believers, who belonged to the Pharisees insisted that these Gentile believers must follow Jewish ways and be circumcised and follow the ways of Moses. Peter, a leader of the church and one of the original apostles, stood and shared how God chose him to preach to the Gentiles. He perhaps shared his experience with Cornelius and how the Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles then. Peter told them that God knows the heart of the people and makes no distinction between Jews and Gentiles as He cleans our hearts through our faith in Him. With this, we Jews, should not burden the Gentiles with a yoke that our own ancestors were unable to bear. Peter said in verse 11 that we believe that we are all saved the same way, by the undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus.
After Peter shared his thoughts on the matter, James, the brother of Jesus, shared his thoughts on the conversion of the Gentiles. Using the words from the prophet Amos, James reminded the council in Jerusalem how God was going to rebuild and restore His house so that all of humanity might seek Him, including the Gentiles. The Lord said that all nations would be His people. James stated that we Jews should not make it difficult for Gentiles who are turning to God. James concluded by saying that a letter should be written instructing the Gentiles how to live which includes refraining from sexual immorality, eating food given to idols and eating meat from animals that have been strangled or any meat that still has the blood in it. The reason behind these instructions was so that the Gentile would not offend the Jews in their city. Though the Gentiles were not bound by the Law of Moses, they were bound under the law of Love and that their actions would not provoke their Jewish neighbor. 
A letter was made, and the council sent some representatives back with Paul and Barnabas to address the Gentile community. These representatives included Judas, also known as Barsabbas, and Silas, who would later become a traveling companion of Paul. The letter first apologized for the actions of the men of Judea who insisted that they become a Jew first and follow Jewish custom to become a Christian. The letter stated that all have agreed, with the Sprit of God, that they should not be burdened with rules, but asked that they do a few things to show their commitment to Christ: not eat food that had been given to idols, not eat meat from animals that had been strangled or any meat that still has the blood in it, and not be involved in sexual sin.
When the Gentile believers read the letter, they were filled with joy. The Gentile believers were relieved to know that they were not bound by Jewish customs and rules but saw that the grace of God prevailed. Judas and Silas, both prophets, spoke encouraging words to the believers. The group stayed there in Antioch with the Gentiles for a few days, fellowshipping with the believers, strengthening their faith. After Judas and Silas left, Paul and Barnabas stayed there in Antioch, preaching the Word of God to the Gentile community. 
Questions: 
1. What potential danger could have occurred in what the men of Judea was doing in verse 1?

What are some potential dangers in ‘Christians’ imposing their own traditions, practices, values on others who desire to become a believer, a Chrisitan?
2. What two views were being discussed and argued in the Jerusalem Council according to our lesson?

What lesson(s) can we learn from the Jerusalem Council in how to handle debates within our churches?

3. What can we learn from both Peter and James in their stance with regards to the Jewish and Gentile believers?

4. What compromise was suggested to the Gentile community and why do you think such suggestions were given?

5. How can we promote unity in our churches, in our communities amongst different cultures, different views, and different beliefs?
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Daily Readings:

Monday, June 9, Acts 15:36-41
Tuesday, June 10, Acts 16: 1-5
Wednesday, June 11, Acts 16: 6-15
Thursday, June 12, Acts 5: 17-32 
Friday, June 13, Acts 12: 1-17
Saturday, June 14, Reflections

Sunday, June 15, Acts 16: 16-40
June 15, 2025





Lesson 3

“Paul and Silas in Jail”
Acts 16: 16-40 (ERV) 

16 One day we were going to the place for prayer, and a servant girl met us. She had a spirit in her that gave her the power to tell what would happen in the future. By doing this she earned a lot of money for the men who owned her. 
17 She started following Paul and the rest of us around. She kept shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God! They are telling you how you can be saved!” 
18 She continued doing this for many days. This bothered Paul, so he turned and said to the spirit, “By the power of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” Immediately, the spirit came out.

19 When the men who owned the servant girl saw this, they realized that they could no longer use her to make money. So they grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them to the public square to meet with the authorities. 
20 They brought Paul and Silas before the Roman officials and said, “These men are Jews, and they are making trouble in our city. 
21 They are telling people to do things that are not right for us as Romans to do.”

22 The whole crowd turned against Paul and Silas. The officials tore the clothes off both men and ordered that they be beaten with rods. 
23 They were beaten severely and thrown into jail. The officials told the jailer, “Guard them very carefully!” 
24 When the jailer heard this special order, he put Paul and Silas far inside the jail and bound their feet between large blocks of wood.

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs to God. The other prisoners were listening to them. 
26 Suddenly there was an earthquake so strong that it shook the foundation of the jail. All the doors of the jail opened, and the chains on all the prisoners fell off. 
27 The jailer woke up and saw that the jail doors were open. He thought that the prisoners had already escaped, so he got his sword and was ready to kill himself. 
28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t hurt yourself! We are all here!”

29 The jailer told someone to bring a light. Then he ran inside and, shaking with fear, fell down in front of Paul and Silas. 
30 Then he brought them outside and said, “Men, what must I do to be saved?”

31 They said to him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved—you and all who live in your house.” 
32 So Paul and Silas told the message of the Lord to the jailer and all the people who lived in his house. 
33 It was late at night, but the jailer took Paul and Silas and washed their wounds. Then the jailer and all his people were baptized. 
34 After this the jailer took Paul and Silas home and gave them some food. All the people were very happy because they now believed in God.

35 The next morning the Roman officials sent some soldiers to tell the jailer, “Let these men go free.”

36 The jailer said to Paul, “The officials have sent these soldiers to let you go free. You can leave now. Go in peace.”

37 But Paul said to the soldiers, “Those officials did not prove that we did anything wrong, but they beat us in public and put us in jail. And we are Roman citizens. Now they want us to go away quietly. No, they must come here themselves and lead us out!”

38 The soldiers told the officials what Paul said. When they heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they were afraid. 
39 So they came and told them they were sorry. They led them out of the jail and asked them to leave the city. 
40 But when Paul and Silas came out of the jail, they went to Lydia’s house. They saw some of the believers there and encouraged them. Then they left.

Commentary:

Paul and Silas are in the district of Macedonia. The Holy Spirit prevented them from going to Asia and Bithynia but instructed them to go to the area known as Macedonia. In Macedonia, they went to the leading city of Philippi where they resided for a few days. In Philippi, they met a woman named Lydia, a merchant of expensive purple cloth. Lydia and some of the women had gathered by a riverbank outside the city for prayer. Paul and Silas shared a Word of the Lord witg them and the woman gladly received God’s message in their hearts. Lydia and her household were baptized and Lydia urged Paul and Silas to stay at her home where they were in the city.

While in Philippi, Paul and Silas daily went to the place of prayer. On their way to pray, a young girl harassed them daily by saying to them, “These men are servants of the Most High God! They are telling you how you can be saved!” The text says the young girl had a spirit in her that gave her power to predict the future. She earned a lot of money for her masters for her ability to tell fortunes. Though what she said about Paul and Silas was correct, she was saying it under the influence of the wrong spirit.
Every day while Paul and Silas were on their way for prayer service, this young girl came behind them, followed them and shouted to everyone who they were. This bothered Paul and on one day, he rebuked the spirit inside the girl to come out in the name of Jesus. Immediately, the spirit came out of the young girl. Paul freed the young girl from an evil spirit but also caused her to no longer tell fortunes and be used by her masters.

When the men saw what Paul did, they became enraged as the young girl was their source of income. They grabbed Paul and Silas and took them to the local authorities, accusing them of making trouble in the city and for provoking the residents to do illegal things. A mob was formed against Paul and Silas and the officials ordered that both Paul and Silas be stripped and beaten and thrown in prison. To ensure that they did not escape, the jailer placed them in the inner part of the prison and fastened their feet in stocks. 
Paul and Silas received very inhumane treatment because of the charges that were placed on them. As Roman citizens, Paul and Silas had a right to a trial before receiving such punishment. However, the two were stripped, beaten, placed in the inner part of the prison, and had their feet shackled. Their rights were violated. However, despite what they were going through, Paul and Silas had worship service in prison. Verse 25 says that around midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God. They were praying, singing, and worshipping God despite their circumstances. Paul and Silas did not allow their present circumstances to interfere with their praise. Our attitude in our circumstances determines our latitude in our circumstances. We can either focus on our problem or focus on the problem solver. As Paul and Silas prayed and sung, the other prisoners were listening to them. 
Paul and Silas had a worship service there in prison. They were loud enough that the other prisoners heard them. The Bible says that God showed up and revealed His presence and power in that a great earthquake occurred and shook the foundations of the prison. An earthquake occurred and all the doors of the prison were opened, and everyone’s chains were loosened. It is believed that God was with His chosen servants and acted on behalf of His servants. 
In the Bible, we see earthquakes on a few occasions, to symbolize God’s presence and power.  In Exodus 19 when Moses was standing with the Israelites at Mt. Sinai to meet the Lord, it says that they stood at the foot of the mountain and the mountain was covered with smoke because the Lord had descended on it and the whole mountain shook. Isaiah 2:19 says “When the Lord rises, the earth will shake, and the glory of His majesty will be revealed.” And at the cross when Jesus died, there was an earthquake. When Paul and Silas prayed and sung in prison; in their tough time, God showed up and revealed His presence and power.

The earthquake caused the prison doors to open and the chains on every prisoner to fall off. The jailer who was in charge woke from such phenomena and upon seeing the doors wide open, assumed that the prisoners escaped. Believing the prisoners escaped and this was his responsibility of keeping everyone in, the jailed attempted to take his own life. However, Paul beckoned for him to stop and told him that everyone was still there.  With the doors open and the chains off their hands, the prisoners all stayed as they felt the presence and power of the same God that they heard Paul and Silas praying and singing to. 
The jailer ran down to Paul and Silas and asked them, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” Undoubtedly, the jailer recognized that something greater was happening and he too perhaps felt the presence of God there in prison. Paul and Silas told the jailer to believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household. Despite the harsh, unjust treatment they endured, Paul and Silas were able to witness to another and from their witness, the jailer gave his life to the Lord. 
The jailer cared for Paul and Silas. He took them home and washed their wounds. While at the jailer’s house, Paul and Silas ministered to his household and everyone in his house were baptized. The jailer fed the two missionaries and there was great fellowship among all the believers at the jailer’s house. 
The next morning, the officials sent the police to inform the jailer to let Paul and Silas go. The jailer told them they were free to leave, but Paul refused saying that as a Roman citizen, he did not deserve to be treated the way they did without a fair trial and placed in prison and was not leaving until the officials came themselves. The officials apologized for their wrongdoing and asked Paul and Silas to leave. Paul sought justice for the wrong treatment he and Silas received and was not going to leave until the wrong was corrected. After leaving, Paul and Silas returned to Lydia’s house where they fellowshipped with the believers again. 
Questions:
1. What does Paul, rebuking the demon the young girl, show you about understanding spiritual warfare?
2. Why do you think Paul and Silas prayed and sang hymns while in prison, after being treated unjustly?
Are you able to worship God during tough situations, treated unfairly, abused?    Explain if your answer is yes or no. 

3. What steps can you take to maintain joy, peace, and courage in the face of hardships, challenges, and persecution like Paul and Silas?

4. Describe a time you felt God’s presence and power during a rough moment in your life. 
5. Why do you think the jailer asked about salvation when he saw that Paul, Silas, and the other prisoners were still present with the prison doors being open?
6. How did the jailer respond after receiving salvation in his life?

What can you learn from his response?
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Daily Readings:

Monday, June 16, Mark 1: 1-11
Tuesday, June 17, Acts 17: 1-15
Wednesday, June 18, Acts 17: 16-34
Thursday, June 19, Acts 18: 1-11
Friday, June 20, Acts 18: 12-23
Saturday, June 21, Reflections

Sunday, June 22, Acts 18:24 – 19:7

June 22, 2025





Lesson 4
“Paul and Apollos in Ephesus”

Acts 18:24 – 19:7 (NKJV)
24 Now A Jew named Apollos came to Ephesus. Born in the city of Alexandria, he was an educated man who knew the Scriptures well. 
25 He had been taught about the Lord and was always excited to talk to people about Jesus. What he taught was right, but the only baptism he knew about was the baptism that John taught. 
26 Apollos began to speak very boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him speak, they took him to their home and helped him understand the way of God better.

27 Apollos wanted to go to Achaia. So the believers in Ephesus helped him. They wrote a letter to the Lord’s followers in Achaia and asked them to accept Apollos. When he arrived there, he was a great help to those who had believed in Jesus because of God’s grace. 
28 He argued very strongly against the Jews before all the people. He clearly proved that the Jews were wrong. He used the Scriptures and showed that Jesus is the Messiah.

19:1 And While Apollos was in the city of Corinth, Paul was visiting some places on his way to Ephesus. In Ephesus he found some other followers of the Lord. 
2 He asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” These followers said to him, “We have never even heard of a Holy Spirit!”

3 Paul asked them, “So what kind of baptism did you have?” They said, “It was the baptism that John taught.”

4 Paul said, “John told people to be baptized to show they wanted to change their lives. He told people to believe in the one who would come after him, and that one is Jesus.”

5 When these followers heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6 Then Paul laid his hands on them, and the Holy Spirit came on them. They began speaking different languages and prophesying. 
7 There were about twelve men in this group.

Commentary:
Our lesson today highlights two men, Apollos and Paul, who had a significant roll in the expansion of the New Testament church in Ephesus. Ephesus was an ancient, seaport city, known for trade, culture and religion. Because of its location, the city became a hub for the spread of Christianity. Let’s look at both Apollos and Paul’s journey and their time in Ephesus.
A short time before Paul arrived and stayed in Ephesus for an extensive stay, saw the arrival of a man named Apollos. Apollos was a native of Alexandria, Egypt, a city named after Alexander the Great. It is believed by some that Apollos name came from the Greek god, Apollo, while some believe he was named after the great Egyptian scientist, Apollonius. 

Many Jews lived in Alexandria during Apollos time there. The city was also a place of great learning as many philosophers lived there. One such philosopher was Philo, a Jewish philosopher and preacher who influenced Apollos’ early thinking. Alexandria was also home to a great library that housed over half a million scrolls. 
With such access at his fingertips, Apollos became a proficient student of scripture while in Alexandria. As verse 24 says, Apollos was an eloquent speaker who knew the Scriptures well, mighty in the Scriptures.  At some point in his life, Apollos arrived in Ephesus and shared the Word of God to the people there in that city.

During the time of Apollos’ teaching in Ephesus, Acts 18:18-21, tells us of the arrival of Paul, Priscilla and Aquila. Aquila, a Jewish Christian, and his wife, Priscilla, were friends and missionary partners of Paul. They first met Paul in Corinth as Aquila and Priscilla came to Corinth from Italy as victims of Roman persecution. With Aquila being a Jew, the Roman Emperor, Claudius, expelled all Jews from Rome. Aquila and Priscilla found their way to Corinth and settled there as tentmakers. It’s here they met Paul, who being a tentmaker himself, lived with Aquila and Priscilla and founded the Corinthian church. 
After a year and a half, Paul left for Ephesus with Aquila and Priscilla. Upon arriving at the port of Ephesus, Paul left Aquila and Priscilla there and went to the synagogue to share with the Jews. The people beckon for Paul to stay longer, but he declined but said that if it was God’s will, he would return and left Ephesus and traveled to Caesarea. 

While there in Ephesus, Aquila and Priscilla heard Apollos speaking in the synagogue. Again, Apollos was a great speaker who knew the scriptures. Apollos was passionate in his message, and many came to hear him share. However, as great as his knowledge of what we now know as the Old Testament, Apollos only knew of Jesus in the form of John the Baptist’s baptism. The baptism of John was a baptism of repentance. John’s message to the people was a preparation of Christ, the great Messiah. John’s message did not include the full revelation of Christian baptism which included the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. Apollos did not preach and taught on the full life of Jesus and how Jesus had come and through His death and resurrection, one could be saved. Apollos also did not know or preached about the arrival, the acceptance and receiving of the gift of the Holy Spirit. Apollos knew part of the story but not the whole story. Though a great speaker, Apollos’ limited knowledge and understanding left the people not knowing the full story of Jesus’ love, grace and mercy.

When Aquila and Priscilla heard Apollos speak, they recognized his love and passion for God’s Word but also recognized Apollos’ lack of full understanding of the Gospel story. However, instead of addressing him in front of everyone as to embarrass him in front of a crowd, Aquila and Priscilla took Apollos aside and taught him the way of God more accurately. The couple recognized that Apollos had a special gift, a calling in his life and that if he was taught the whole Gospel message, his preaching and teaching would be even more impactful. Apollos was receptive to what Aquila and Priscilla were sharing with him, which shows our need for continued learning and growing. Aquila and Priscilla actions toward Apollos show our need to lovingly mentor and correct other believers if we know better and can help others reach their full potential in Christ.
With his new understanding of the Gospel message and knowing Jesus’ redemptive love through His death, resurrection and ascension and the arrival of the Holy Spirit, Apollos decides to leave Ephesus to go to Achaia. The believers in Ephesus assisted and helped him get there by writing letters on his behalf for the people in Achaia to receive him. There in Achaia, Apollos ministered to many by preaching about Jesus with his new understanding of the Scriptures.

With Apollos now in Corinth, Paul arrives back in Ephesus. In Ephesus, Paul met some disciples who did not yet receive the Holy Spirit. They informed Paul they have not heard of the Holy Spirit as they were only informed of John the Baptist’s baptism, just as Apollos was. Paul told them about Jesus and that they should believe in the One who came and soon to return. Paul was dedicated to ensuring that followers of Jesus have a correct understanding of His gospel message. Paul was a teacher, a mentor, a leader of God’s church and helped others grow in their knowledge of Christ, just as others did for him. And as soon as they heard the message Paul shared with them, the disciples were baptized in the name of the Lord. Paul then laid his hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. The disciples started speaking in tongues and prophesying. Now that the disciples had a better understanding of Jesus and His message and now are filled with the Holy Spirit, the disciples could now go out share God’s message to others.
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Questions: 
1. What was the baptism of John that Apollos knew, and what is the difference between water Baptist and the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
2. From Acts 18:25, we see that Apollos was a great speaker, with a great spirit, with a powerful ministry, yet he lacked knowledge in certain areas.   How can we continue to grow in our gifts, in our ministries and be all God called us to be?

3. What can we learn from the way Aquila and Priscilla dealt with Apollos in Acts 18:26? 

4. Why do you think Paul asked the disciples did they received the Holy Spirit?
5. What kind of baptism did the disciples in Acts 19 received?

What type of baptism have you received?     Explain

6. Is it important for disciples today to know the story of Jesus, His love, His ministry, His death, resurrection and ascension and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in their lives?   Explain your answer

Daily Readings:
Monday, June 23, Mark 16: 17-20
Tuesday, June 24, Acts 5: 1-16
Wednesday, June 25, Mark 1: 21-34
Thursday, June 26, Mark 5: 1-13
Friday, June 27, Philippians 2: 1-11
Saturday, June 28, Reflections

Sunday, June 29, Acts 19: 11-20

June 29, 2025





Lesson 5
“Seven Sons of Sceva”
Acts 19: 11-20 (NLT)
11 God used Paul to do some very special miracles. 
12 Some people carried away handkerchiefs and clothes that Paul had used and put them on those who were sick. The sick people were healed, and evil spirits left them.

13-14 Some Jews also were traveling around forcing evil spirits out of people. The seven sons of Sceva, one of the leading priests, were doing this. These Jews tried to use the name of the Lord Jesus to make the evil spirits go out of people. They all said, “By the same Jesus that Paul talks about, I order you to come out!”

15 But one time an evil spirit said to these Jews, “I know Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?”

16 Then the man who had the evil spirit inside him jumped on these Jews. He was much stronger than all of them. He beat them up and tore their clothes off. They all ran away from that house.

17 All the people in Ephesus, Jews and Greeks, learned about this. They were all filled with fear and gave great honor to the Lord Jesus. 
18 Many of the believers began to confess, telling about all the evil things they had done. 
19 Some of them had used magic. These believers brought their magic books and burned them before everyone. These books were worth about 50,000 silver coins. 
20 This is how the word of the Lord was spreading in a powerful way, causing more and more people to believe.

Commentary:
Our lesson today, we see the impact of genuine faith and move of God versus operating in flesh. Our lesson shows the power of God to heal and deliver as well as the power of evil spirits and the danger of not having a strong relationship with God. This lesson should move all believers to desire to have a close, intimate relationship with God, as well as be filled with His Spirit, to be effective in our ministry of helping people and standing against attacks of the enemy.

The lesson begins with Paul and the great works God was doing through the apostle. God used Paul to do great miracles in the lives of others. Jesus told us in John 14:12 that whoever believes in Him will also do the works He did, even greater works as he was going to the Father. We are God’s vessels and with His Spirit, we can do great things, miracles in the lives of others. 
The power of the Holy Spirit was so heavy on Paul the handkerchiefs and aprons he used while ministering was brought to the sick and they were healed of their sickness and deliver evil spirits from people. Many believe these handkerchiefs were used to wipe the sweat from Paul as he taught and preached. It is not explained how this healing and deliverance took place other than what occurred in Acts 5 when people brought the sick in the presence of Peter’s shadow for healing or when the woman touched the hem of Jesus’ robe in Mark 5 for healing. The healing was not in the handkerchiefs or apron themselves, but in the belief of the Spirit that rested on the man of God, and the name of the One Paul preached about.

However, there was a group of Jesus in that day that traveled from town to town casting out evil spirits. These Jewish exorcists practiced superstition and magic. They attempted to use the name of the Lord to cast out such spirits by saying, “By the same Jesus that Paul talks about, I order you to come out!” These exorcists did not have a real, personal relationship with Jesus and only knew Jesus and the God of Paul and not their own. Such Jews who did this were the sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest. Sadly, there are people who do not have a real relationship with Jesus yet try to operate in churches, on mission projects, attempting to evangelize and help others without the backing of God’s Spirit. There are some who claim to be Christians, a faithful church member, who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus but know of Christ through the experience of others. 
The seven sons of Sceva did not know Jesus for themselves yet attempted to deliver a person from an evil spirit. The evil spirit spoke to them and said, “I know Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?” This shows us that evil spirits know who Jesus is and the power Jesus possess. In Mark 5, the legion of spirits in the man who lived in the tombs came and said to Jesus, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!” In fact, with the evil spirit knowing Paul, it shows that the enemy knows who is really a child of God, who is a faithful, strong soldier of God’s army. However, the spirits did not know the sons of Sceva and jumped on them, beating them and tearing their clothes off of them. This shows we are to be careful claiming we are operating for God without the covering of God and the indwelling of His Spirit.
When the people of Ephesus saw and heard of this, great fear and wonder fell on them. Many of them confessed the evil things they were doing. Those who practiced witchcraft and magic brought their magic books and had them burned. Many turn their lives completely to the Lord and the Word of God grew mightily in the area. There was a great revival in the land and God’s Word spread in a powerful way.
Questions:
1. How would you explain the work that was done, the healing and deliverance, from the handkerchiefs and aprons Paul used?
Was it really the power in the handkerchiefs and aprons or something else?

How do you explain prayer clothes?

2. What do you think was the motivation of sons of Sceva in trying to free that person of the evil spirit?

3. What does it mean to you to have a personal relationship with Jesus? 
Is your relationship with Jesus so strong and close that even the enemy can recognize your relationship with Him.    

4. According to scripture, how can one rebuke an evil spirit and set one free from such spirit?

According to our lesson, what can be a danger in not being prepared to deal with evil spirits?

5. What occurred in the city when the report was heard of what happened to the sons of Sceva?

6. Is there anything you need to repent of, cleanse yourself from, to grow more as a child of God? 
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Daily Reading:
Monday, June 30, Genesis 1: 1-31
Tuesday, July 1, Genesis 2: 1-25
Wednesday, July 2, Genesis 3: 1-24
Thursday, July 3, Genesis 4: 1-26
Friday, July 4, Genesis 6:1-8
Saturday, July 5, Reflections
Sunday, July 6, Genesis 6:9-22

Notes:
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